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[Continued from No. 16.] 


Mr. ASHLEY remarked that he introduced the 
former resolution on the subject of printing this map. 
He believed that resolution provided that the ex- 
pense should not exceed 12 cents per copy. 

Mr. TAPPAN said he would like it better if the 
map showed more correctly the boundaries of Tex- 
as--that is, ‘Texas as she was when a State of 
Mexico, and before she acquired her independence. 
He hoped the resolution would be so amended as to 
require that the boundaries of ancient Texas should 
be well defined on the map. He then went on to 
state what were the true boundaries. 

The question was then taken on filling the blank 
with 15,000 copies, and decided inthe negative— 
ayes 14, noes 18. 

Mr. JOHNSON moved 10,000 copies; which mo- 
tion was agreed to—ayes 19, noes not counted. 

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to 

On motion by Mr. PORTER, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to send 
tothe Senate any communication or report recently re- 
ceived at the department from George W. Cunningham, 
late mineral agent, containing information relative to the 
copper mineral region of Lake Superior. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a copy of the report from the engineer’s depart- 
ment on the military defences of the conntry; 
which was ordered to C rinted. 

Also, a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting, in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate of the 4th instant, information 
concerning the nature of the employment of Duff 
Green in Texas; which was, on motion of Mr. 
ARCHER, ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the War Department, show- 
ing the contracts heretofore made for the removal of 
the Choctaw Indians; which, on motion by Mr. 
JARNAGIN, was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

he bill from the House making appropriation 
for the support of the Indian Department, was read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Several other bills from the House were read 
twice and appropriately referred. 

The bill to quiet the title of certain lots in the 
town of Perrysburg and Croghansville, Ohio, hav- 
ing been returned from the House with an amend- 
ment, was ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion by Mr. MOREHEAD, leave was 
ranted to withdraw from the files the petition of 
fartha Lemon. 

Mr. WHITE presented joint resolutions of the 
legislature of Indiana, instructing the senators and 

requesting the representatives from that State to 

recure the passage of a law making a grant of 
and for the purpose of completing certain roads in 
the county of Brown, in that State; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


POST-OFFICE BILL. ‘ 


The general orders having been announced, the 
unfinished business of yesterday was resumed, being 
the further consideration of the bill to reduce the 
rates of postage,to limit the use and correct the 
abuse of the franking privilege, and for the preven- 
tion of frauds on the revenues of the Post Office 
Department. 

The CHAIR stated the pending question to be on 
concurring with the committee of the whole on the 
adoption of the amendment, which was, on motion 
of the senator from Connectieut, [Mr. Nives,] added 
to the bill as additional section, providing for the 
classification of the railroads by which the mail is 
sent, and limiting the contracts to be made with the 
proprietors by the Postmaster General, to $200 per 
mile for the first class, $100 per mile for the second, 
and $50 per mile for the third class of railroads. 

Mr. HUGER moved to amend that section by 
striking out the words “two hundred dollars” for 
the first class, and inserting “the sum now allowed by 
law.” He explained that the railroad company 
which carried the mail now between Weldon and 
Wilmington, on the southern route, had ascertained 
that it could not be done for $225 per mile, and 
wished to give it up; but the Postmaster General did 
not conceive he was at liberty to let them off from the 
contract, and they were now carrying the mail at a 
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loss to themselves. The effect of his amendment 
would be to leave it in the power of the Postmaster 
General to increase the sum—not to exceed $300 
per mile—allowed as the maximum under the exist- 
ing law. 

Mr. NILES opposed the amendment. The sen- 
ator from South Carolina would gain nothing by 
this motion. The existing law allows only 25 per 
cent. over the expense of carrying the mail by stage 
route; and in no instance was there anything like 
$200 per mile paid to stage contractors. There was 
no definite law ailowing $300 per mile for one mail 
daily on any railroad line. 

Mr. HUGER quoted the existing law, which 
reads, “not exceeding $300 per mile on any railroad 
route for the conveyance of one or more mails daily 
by said route.” 

Mr. NILES contended that the department had 
uniformly construed that law to apply to more than 
one mail daily. It never was acted upon in refer- 
ence toa single daily mail. 

Mr. HUGER insisted that the words of the act 
were explicit, and showed that the true construc- 
tion was to apply it to one mail daily if the Post- 
master General found it necessary to do so, or to 
more than one. 

After some discussion between Messrs. HUGER 
and NILES on this point, Mr. Hucer’s amendment 
was adopted. 

The amendment, as amended, was then concurred 
in. 

Mr. BAGBY now proposed to amend the bill in 
the 8th section, after the concluding word “mem- 
ber,” by inserting, “‘and they shall have the right 
of franking their own letters during the whole year, 
as now provided by law.” 

Mr. MERRICK explained that this was the sec- 
tion which entitled members of Congress to receive 
pees free, and the effect of the amendment would 
ve to allow them to send their own letters free du- 
ring the whole year. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the yeas and nays 
on this amendment, and they were ordered. 

Mr. BENTON said it was only to permit mem- 
bers to send written letters. 

The question was then taken and resulted—yeas 
22, nays 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Bar- 
row, Bates, Benton, Berrien, Choate, Colquitt, Critten- 
den, Evans, Fester, Hannegan, Haywood, Johnson, Phelps, 
Porter, Semple, Sevier, Simmons, and Woodbridge —22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, Breese, Buchanan, Clayton, 
Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Fairfield, Francis, Henderson, Hu- 
ger, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Niles, 
Pearce, Sturgeon, Upham, and Woodbury —21. 

So the amendment was adopted. 

Mr. BAGBY moved to amend the same section 
in the 8th line by inserting after the word “receive” 
the words ‘‘and send.” 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. FOSTER advocated the further amendment 
of the bill, so that either the franking privilege 
would be restored to deputy postmasters whose 
compensation did not amount to $50 a year, or that 
the same compensation which they received during 
the fiscal year 1844 should be made good to them in 
future. His object was to prevent the breaking up 
of those small post offices whieh were se necessary 
and indispensable in sparsely settled districts. 

Mr. F. reduced his proposition to the form of an 
amendment, to the effect, in substance, that when 
the compensation of deputy postmasters shall fall 
short of that which they received in 1844, not ex- 
ceeding $50, the difference shall be made good out of 
the postage he receives, even if the deficiency amounts 
to the whole postage he receives, but in any case not 
to exceed his receipts. 

The subject was further debated by Messrs. BU- 
CHANAN, MERRICK, and SEVIER. 

Mr. JOHNSON concurred in the opinions ex- 
pressed, that the privilege which had been taken from 
the postmasters was more important than the 
compensation which was afforded them in this 
amendment. He would, therefore, prefer seeing it 
restored to them. The franking privilege was a 

reat object to country postmasters, and a great in- 
Sect to them to take the offices. Hesaw no ob- 
jection in allowing them to frank their letters. He 
would confine the privilege, however, to letters writ- 


ten and received by themselves. This he would 
»refer to the amendment offered by the senator from 
Tennessee; but if it did not prevail, he would vote 
for the amendment, as he did not desire that these 
postmasters should perform their services entirely 
without compensation. 


Mr. FOSTER observed that that would accom 
plish every object which he had in view. He had 
paaeenindel that there was such a repugnance to 
the franking privilege in the Senate that there was 
no possibility of any success with this proposition; 
but he would be perfectly satisfied with it, and in- 
deed prefer it tothe amendment which he had of- 
fered himself. He was willing to allow to every 
postmaster whose compensation did not exceed §25 
a year, the franking privilege; and his reason was, 
that, in order to keep up these offices, there must be 
an inducement held out to the postmaaters in the 
shape of a compensation for their trouble in open- 
ing and despatching the mails. Persons would 
take the office when they enjoyed a privilege 
which related to their own business. It was 
a great object in passing this bill, to sustain these 
country post offices in some form or other. ‘They 
must be sustained. He would vote for no bill which 
would deprive the people of the benefits of these 
establishments. He warned gentlemen, who 
laughed at these things, that they would not be 
quite so well pleased at the consequences, if they 
should pass a bill which would fail to sustain these 
post offices. In the thickly settled portions of the 
country there were mails twice or three times a 
a day, and never less than one. His friend from 
Arkansas had said that the people in his part of the 
country considered themselves very fortunate in 
receiving mails once or twicea week. Well, would 
you cut down these establishments in the sparsely 
settled portions ofthe Union, and deprive the 
people of the inestimable benefits in a so- 
cial and moral point of view which re- 
sult from the dissemination of knowledge and in- 
formation amongst them? He would vote against 
the bill in any form, unless it protected these coun- 
try postoffices. He was eal and willing to go 
more than half way in sustaining them, by mieet- 
ing their expenses; and if it was the desire of the 
Senate to accomplish his object by any other amend- 
ment than that proposed by himself, he would 
gladly accept it. He thought it probable that the 
chairman of the committee, from his range of knowl- 
edge upon that subject, might be able to suggest a 
plan; and he hoped that gentleman would introduce 
some proposition of the kind. Without a_provi- 
sion in the bill, having a view to that object, he 
would vote against it entirely. 


Mr. MERRICK expressed his disapproval of the 
proposition to allow these postmasters the franking 
privilege as a mode of compensation, on the ground 
of the uncertainty and difficulty attending a correct 
knowledge of their actual receipts. How was it 
vossible to ascertain what he receives? Nobody 

new but the postmaster himself. Besides it could 
not be smpested thatevery postmaster throughout the 
conntry could tell who was, and who was not en- 
titled to the privilege. Suppose a postmaster in 
some town in Maine should receive a letter franked 
from one in Arkansas: how was he to know whether 
that postmaster’s receipts gave him a right to frank 
letters? It was imppossible to get at the fact, and it 
would of course be attended by great abuses. The 
proposition therefore failed, and would not effect the 
object for which it was designed. He proposed the 
amendment offered by the senator from Tennessee; 
and thought it would be as good away of accom- 
plishing the desired object as could be adopted. 

The discussion of this point was further contin- 
ued by Messrs. JOHNSON, NILES, FOsS- 
TER, MERRICK, BENTON, CRITTENDEN, 
WHITE, and SIMMONS, during which various 
modifications were suggested, approved, and re- 
versed, till at last it was agreed to put the question 
on the original proposition, on which 

Mr. FOSTER demanded the yeas und nays, 
which were ordered. 

The vote was then taken, and resulted, yeas 18, 
nays 27, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ashley, — — Benton, Breese, 
Colquitt, Crittenden, Foster, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, Man- 
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gum, Merrick, Morehead, Pearce, Rives, Simmons, and 
Woodbridge—18, * 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Atherton, Bates, Berrien, 
Choate, Clayton, Dix, Dayton, Dickinson, Evans, Fairfield, 
Francis, Hannegan, Haywood, Huntington, Miller, Niles, 
Phelps, Porter, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, 
Walker, White, and Woodbury —27. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr. FOSTER now moved to amend the 6th sec- 
tion, 80 that postmasters not receiving more than 
$50 a year compensation shall be allowed to frank 
their own letters. He could not support the bill, 
nor would the public sanction it, if it broke up the 
small post offices of the country. 

Mr. MERRICK pointed out the —penree of 
passing such franks through the mail. How, he 
asked, would a postmaster in Maine know whether 
a postmaster in Tennessee, franking his letter, had 
$50 a year compensation or not, or whether he was 
entitled to frank or not? Besides, how was the 
franking postmaster to know, tll the end of the 
year, whether he was entitled to frank or not? 

Mr. FOSTER contended that he would be a 
sworn ofkcer, and could not exercise the privilege 
wrongfully without violating his oath. 

Mr. HITE suggested that all postmasters 
whose compensation did not exceed $200 should be 
entitled to the privilege. 

Mr. BENTON thought the simplest way would 
be to authorize the Postmaster General to increase 
the rate of compensation. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said he would suggest to 
his friend from Tennessee [Mr. Foster] whether 
it would not be better, instead of conferring these 
emoluments to the amount of $50 absolutely upon 
the postmasters, as the amendment provided, to au- 
thorize the Postmaster General to make an allow- 
ance to them not exceeding that sum? He had no 
doubt the Postmaster General could get many per- 
sons to take the office for less than $50. There 
were individuals who were glad to have those offices 
where the emoluments did not amount to half the 
sum. He knew of a case in the immediate neigh- 
borhood of the charming city of Nashville. He 
had occasion, 'ast summer, during a journey through 
that neighborhood, to go to the post office called 
‘“White Streak,” which was seven miles off. The 
rondg were very muddy, and he had considerable 
difficulty in getting there. When got there 
there was not a letter in the mail bags, and 
there had not been one for a month. 
it was late at night when he arrived at this place. 
‘The postmaster had gone to bed, and refused to give 
him any supper. He perceived that the mail bags 
were not out of the wagons, and inquired about this 
curious fact. ‘Why, sir,” said the man, “we don’t 
take the bags out at all. We don’t even look into 
them.” It was so seldom they received anything in 
them that they did not deem it worth while looking 
into their mail bags! ‘That was one of the Tennes- 
see post offices. Now, he was entirely unwilling to 
give this postmaster $50. 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. BENTON now moved to amend the 6th sec- 
tion by a provision that the Postmaster General 
shall be authorized, where the compensation of a 
deputy postmaster may be less than $25 per annum, 
to increase the rate of his compensation, not exceed- 
ing 50 per cent. on the letter postage of that office. 

‘The amendment was adopted. 


Mr. ATHERTON had offered an amendment 
yesterday, which, in the form then put, was not in 
order. He now submitted it as a distinct proposition 
of amendment. It was, in the first section, to insert 
that the rate of postage on letters conveyed by mail 
any distance not exceeding 50 miles, shall be three 
cents. 

Mr. FOSTER asked, was it in order to propose 
again an amendment before rejected? 

The CHAIR said the amendment in the form 
now put was in order. 

Mr. ATHERTON urged the necessity and great 
importance of this amendment. On short distances 
now the postage was only 6} cents. ‘The only re- 
duction the bill would afford would be 1{ cent on 
letters sent less than 30 miles. The redaction on 
great distances would be from 25 to 5 cents—a man- 
ifest injustice. In one case the relief would be 20 
cents, andin the other only 1} cent. Besides, it 
was on short distances that competition had to be 
put down, which could be done only by a reduction 
to 3 cents. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment. It was 
in view of obtaining one uniform rate of postage at 5 
cents that 10 cents had been struck out. He would 


much rather have the 10 cents restored than admit 
this amendment. 

Mr. ATHERTON called for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—yeas 
17, nays 29, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Bates, Bayard, Clayton, 
Dickinson, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Huntington, Jarnagin, 
Miller, Niles, Phelps, Upham, White, and Woodbury—17. 

NAYS—Messrs. Ashley, Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Ben- 
ton, Berrien, Choate, Colquitt, Crittenden, Dix, Foster, 
Hannegan, Haywood, Henderson, Huger, Johnson, Lewis, 
McDuffie, Mangum, Merrick, Pearce, Porter, Semple, Se- 
vier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, and Wood- 
bridge —29. 

_Mr. SIMMONS moved to amend the Gth sec- 
tion, by adding to it the following: 


“And the Postmaster General is hereby required to cause 
accounts to be keptofthe postage that would be chargea- 
ble at the rates puseerbes in this act upon all matter pass- 
ing free through the mail, according to the provisions of 
this act; and the sums thus chargeable shall be paid to the 
Post Office Department from the contingent funds of the 
two Houses of Congress, and of the departments ofthe gov- 
ernment, for whichsuch mail service may have been per- 
formed; and where there is no such fund, that they be 
paid out of the treasury ofthe United States.” 

His object was to make those who got_the ser- 
vices of the department pay their just proportion for 
its support. He did not wish to see the system of 
cheap postage brought into disrepute by the false 
charge of being dependent on the treasury. Let the 
treasury pay into the department the postages of 
the public service, and then cheap postage will have 
a fair trial. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. ATHERTON suggested a necessary amend- 
ment an the first section, in consequence of a uni- 
form rate of postage having been adopted. 

Mr. MERRICK said the senator was right: it 
was a mere verbal correction. 

The amendment was adopted. 

Mr. HUGER remarked that, in 1836, Congress 
assed an act confering the franking privilege on 

Irs. Madison. It was a token of admiration and 

respect, not only towards that distinguished lady 
herself, but to the memory of a good and great man 
who had filled the presidential chair. It appeared 
to him most ungracious now to withdraw that token 
of respect. He hoped an amendment would prevail 
to continue that privilege. 

Mr. MERRICK suggested a modification inclu- 
ding the widow of Gen. Harrison. 

Mr. HUGER aceepted the modification. 

Mr. SIMMONS hoped the President, Vice Presi- 
dent, ex-Presidents, and ex-Vice Presidents would 
be included. 

{Here a senator from his seat said, “and candi- 
dates for the presidency!” which occasioned some 
laughter. } 

Mr. CRITTENDEN concurred very cordially in 
the proposition of the senator from South Carolina, 
and the modification. He should also concur in the 
suggestion of the senator from Rhode Island, if 
limited by name to those living who have filled those 
high offices; but to doit in this wholesale way, by 
conferring the privilege on ex-Presidents, ex-Vice 
Presidents, their widows, and so on, would only 
require a step further, and confer it on their children 
and grandchildren. It is not the paltry saving that 
gives the thing value, but the graciousness of the 
compliment. Make it thus indiscriminate, and the 
compliment to the individual is taken away. 

Mr. WOODBURY suggested that, literally, it 
would be to require the treasury to pay the postage 
of those individuals; for, according to the amend- 
ment of the bill made by the senator from Rhode 
Island, the Postmaster General is to cause an ac- 
count to be kept of free matter going through the 
mail, and when there is no contingent fund to pay 
the postage, it is to be drawn from the treasury. 

Mr. MERRICK had not urged the proposition. 
He had only read the portion of the bill stricken 
out, which, to effect the object proposed by the sen- 
ator from Rhode Island, should be restored. 

Here suggestions were made to confer the compli- 
ment by name on the ex-Presidents—Mr. J. Q. 
Adams, Mr. Van Buren, and General Jackson. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN had not the least objection 
to the thing in that form. 

The question was put simply on adding to the 
bill a proviso that “nothing in this act shall affect 
or répeal the acts conferring the franking privilege 
on the widows of ex-Presidents Madison and Harri- 
son; and it was carried in the affirmative. 

Mr. MERRICK now called for the yeas and 
nays on ordering the bill to be engrossed. 


Mr. JOHNSON hoped the bill would not this 
evening be put beyond the stage of amendment. He 
desired time to consider it. He was not satisfied 
that he could support the bill after so radical a 
change of the rate of postage. 

Several senators said there was no occasion for 
the yeas and nays on the question of engrossment. 

r. MERRICK had no wish for them. He with- 
drew his call for the yeas and nays. 

La JOHNSON moved to wd the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. MERRICK hoped the Senate would not 
agree todo that. Let the question be taken on en- 
grossing the bill this evening. 

The action on Mr. Jounsons’s motion to lay 
the bill on the table was taken, by count, and re- 
sulted—ayes 21, noes 20. 

Mr. MERRICK expressed his extreme dissatis- 
faction at this course. He considered it opening up 
the bill again to an interminable debate. 

Mr. PEARCE moved a reconsideration of the 
vote just taken. 

lt was reconsidered by unanimous consent. 

The bill was then ntened to be engrossed, and 
read a third time by an almost unanimous vote. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON, at this late hour, would 
not ask the Senate, pursuant to the notice he had 
given rents to go into executive session; 
but he said he should make that motion to-morrow 
as soon as the post office bill would be disposed of. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 7, 1845. 
The journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
On the motion of Mr. LEVY, it was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to re- 
port to this House the progress made in the fortifications of 
the Florida reet, and an estimate for continuing them. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


The House agreed to suspend the rules for half 
an hour for the reception of reports from standing 
committees that would not give rise to debate, and 
the following were Seana 

Mr. WELLER, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration of the memorial of Wm. Depew for a 
reduction of duty on Madeira wine; which was 
agreed to, and the report was laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMASSON, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an adverse report in each of the sev- 
eral cases of John Stein, Thomas Thompson, Jo- 
seph Paxton, and Samuel A. Morse; which were 
laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

On the latter case Mr. SHEPARD CARY sub- 
mitted a minority report; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. THOMAS SMITH, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of John W. Hock- 
ett, and it was.read twice, and committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

He‘also made an adverse report in the case of the 
heirs of Mary Kerr, and it was laid upon the table. 

Mr. BOWLIN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of John R. Williams, 
and it was read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. PHCENIX, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported back Senate bill relating to reve- 
nue cutters and steamers; and it was read a third 
time, and passed. 

Mr. McCLELLAND, from the same committee, 
reported a bill making appropriations for the con- 
struction of a canal round the falls of St. Mary, 
and to improve the navigation of Red river; and it 
was read twice, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill for the erection of a custom- 
house at Savannah, Georgia; and it was read twice, 
and committed to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported back Senate bill to quiet the 
titles to certain lots of lands in the towns of Perrys- 
burg and Croghansville, in the State of Ohio, with an 
amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
read a third time, and passed. 

On the motion of Mr. DUNLAP, the Committee 
on Commerce was discharged from the consideration 
of the petition of B. B. Swasey; and the petitioner 
had leave to withdraw his petition and accompany- 


ing papers, 


M 
Pub 


' 
ish ¢ 


tall 


tow 
ty 0 
and 
Wi 
July 
pre 
ng 
first 
Cor 
the 
Un 

\ 
Po: 
me 
ali 
the 
be 


Jui 
bil! 


abl 
to 


to 


po 
jul 
on 
of 
to 


cYV 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


259 


ene ne nen enreneeereenennemerenenneee ee eeeeaeeeneeemeernenaeacaaaenan 
oo rrr 


Mr. J. W. DAVIS, from the Committee on the 
Public Lands, reported the bills following: 

A bill to relinquish to the inhabitants of the par- 
ish of Plaquemines, in the State of Louisiana, a cer- 
tain lot of land. 

A bill supplemental to an act for laying off the 
towns of fort Madison and Burlington, in the coun- 
ty of Desmoines, and tewns of Bellview, Dubuque 
avd Peru, in the county of Dubuque, Territory of 
Wisconsin, and for other purposes, ig 2d 
July, 1836, and the amendatory acts thereto, ap- 
proved March 3, 1837, with a report accompany- 
ing bill No. 587; which bills were severally read a 
frst and second time, and committed; the first to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and the second to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported, with an amend- 
ment, the Senate resolution in favor of David Shaw 
and Solomon 'T’. Carter; which was committed to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SAUNDERS, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported, without amendment, Senate 
bills— 

For the relief of Miles King and his assigns; and 

For the relief of Asa Andrews, with an unfavor- 
able report on the last bill; which bills were referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLASS, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to regulate the salaries of the district 
judges of the district of Illinois and Indiana; which, 
on motionof Mr. D., was referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. FRENCH, from the same 
committee, they were discharged from the consider- 
ation of the case of Benjamin Fry, of J. H. Over- 
street, and of George B. Didlake; and they were laid 
on the table. 

Mr. ROBERT SMITH, from the same commit- 
tee, reported a bill for the relief of the heirs of Philip 
R. Rice; which was twice read, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 

rinted. 
: Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of John Hollis- 
ter and others; which was twice read, referred to 
the Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to 
be printed. 

On motion of Mr. HUGHES, from the same 
committee, the committee were discharged from the 
further consideration of the petition of Wm. J. 
Pine; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. BAKER, from the same committee, made an 
adverse report on the petition of Fleming Wood; 
which was laid on the table. 

The allotted half hour for the reception of reports 
expired. 

Mr. VANCE obtained the floor, and moved that 
the House proceed to the consideration of private 
hills, being the regular order for to-day and to mor- 


row. Ele, however, yielded the floor to Mr. Burke. 
VOTES FOR PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESI- 


DENT. 


Mr. BURKE made the following report from the 
committee appointed to ascertain and report a mode 
of examining the votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States: 


The committee on the part of the House of Representa- 
tives, appointed to join such committtee as might be ap- 
pointed on the part of the Senate to ascertain and report a 
mode of examining the votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States, and of informing the persons elect- 
ed of their election, report— 

‘That the joint committee, in part execution of the duties 
with which they were charged ty the two Houses of Con- 
gress, have agreed to the following resolution; in which 
resolution their committee recommend to the House to con- 
cur: 

Resolved, That the two Houses will assemble in the 
chamber of the House of Representatives on Wednesday, 
the 12th day of February, 1845, at 12 o’clock; that one per- 
son be appointed teller on the part of the Senate, and two 
persons be appointed tellers on the part of the House, to 
make a list of the votes for President and Vice President of 
the United States, as they shall be declared; that the result 
be delivered to the President of the Senate, who will an- 
nounce to the two Houses, assembled as aforesaid, the state 
of the vote, and the person or persons elected, if it shall ap- 
pear that a choice hath been made agreeably to the consti- 
tation of the United States; which annunciation shall be 
deemed a sufficient declaration of the person or persons 
elected; and that the said proceedings, together with a 


list of the votes, be entered on the journals of the two 
Houses. 


Mr. B. said as the Joint Committee had reported 


asimilar resolution to the Senate, which would 
probably Le adopted by that body, he moved that 
it be printed, and laid on the table unul the resolu- 
tion was received from the Senate. 

The metion was agreed to. 

The floor was next awarded to 

Mr. DUNCAN, on whose motion the rules were 
further suspended for half an hour for the reception 
of reports. 

Mr. CLINCH, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill providing payment for cer- 
tain military services in Florida. 

Also, a bill to establish a military asylum for the 
relief of invalid soldiers. 

Both which were reported to the Committee of 
the Whole on the State of the Union; the usual 
number of each, and on motion of Mr. C. by gener- 
al consent, 2,000 extra copies of the latter, ordered 
to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. FISH, from the Committee on 
Military Affairs, that committee were discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Klizabeth Campbell, and it was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. ATKINSON, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, that committee were dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Francis Holton; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. ATKINSON also made an adverse report on 
the petition of Jane Baker; which was laid on the 
table. 

Mr. SIMPSON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill to provide for the preservation of the 
public steam-ships by the application of Raub’s 
and Barnum’s self-acting safety valve to prevent ex- 
plosion of steam-boilers, accompanied by a report 
in writing; which was twice read, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. J. STEWART, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of mechan- 
ics and laborers in the navy-yard at Washington; 
which was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. S., the committee was dis- 
charged from the consideration of the petition of 
Samuel Colt; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. D. L. SEYMOUR, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, made an adverse report on 
the Senate bill, making compensation for pension 
agents; which bill and report he moved to lay on 
the table. 

Mr. WELLER moved its reference to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion of Mr. Seymour, after some con- 
versation, was withdrawn, and that of Mr. We t- 
LER was agreed to. 

Mr. SEYMOUR also reported a bill for the re- 
lief of William Couch; which was twice read, re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the bill from the Senate entitled An act re- 
stricting the grant of pensions in certain cases, with 
an amendment thereto. Mr. S. moved the adoption 
of the amendment and the passage of the bill. 

After some conversation it was laid on the Speak- 
er’s table for the present. 

Mr. M. BROWN, from the same committee, re- 

rted the bills following: 

A bill for the relief of George Rouse; 

A bill for the relief of Lucy Davis; which bills, 
with the accompanying reports, were referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN IOWA. 

Mr.OWEN, fromthe Committee on Roads and 
Canals, reported a bill making appropriations for 
certain improvements in the Territory of lowa; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and ordered to be printed. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN FLORIDA. 

Mr. OWEN, from the same committee, reported a 
bill making appropriations for improvements in 
Fjorida; which was twice read, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

STATISTICS. 

Mr. PRATT, from the Select Committee on Sta- 
tistics, made a report. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN WISCONSIN. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the Committee en Public 
Lands, reported a bill granting a certain quantity 
of land to aid in the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers, to connect the same by a canal 
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in the Territory of Wisconsin: read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the same committee, re- 
vorted a bill for the relief of John G. McLeod, of 
nae which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, and ordered to be 
printed. 

CEUNTY SEAT. 

Mr. JAMESON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill granting tothe county of Bates, in the 
State of Missouri, the right ef pre-emption to a 
quarter section of land for county purposes: read 
twice, and referred to the Committee of the Whole, 
and ordered to be printed. 

LEGISLATURE OF WISCONSIN. 

Mr. DUNCAN, from the Committee on Territo- 
ries, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
expenses of holding sessions of the leglsiature of the 
Territory of Wisconsin in December, 1843, and 
January, 1844: read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill in regard to 
the railroad leading from Jackson, through Brandon, 
to the western boundary of Alabama, reported the 
same with amendments; and the same was referred 
tothe Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

LIMITS OF GEORGETOWN, D.C. 

Mr. STETSON, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, without amendment, the 
bill to alter the corporate limits of the town of 
Georgetown, D. C.; and the same, by general con- 
sent, was carried through its different stages, and 
passed. 

CLAIMS ON MEXICO. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, from the Commiitee on 
Foreign Relations, to which had been referred the 
bill to provide for the adjustment and settlement of 
the claims of American citizens on the republic of 
Mexico, reported the same without amendment; and 
it was referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

DEFENCE OF BALTIMORE. 

Mr. J. P,. KENNEDY presented a memorial of 
the mayor and city council of Baltimore, brought on, 
as he said, by a delegation appointed for that pur- 
pose, praying for appropriations for the defence of 
that city: referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion by Mr. VANCE, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole House, (Mr. 
Wetter, of Ohio, in the chair,) for the purpose of 
proceeding with the private calendar; and the fol- 
lowing bills were laid aside to be reported to the 
House: 

A bill to extend the time for locating Virginia 
military land warrants, and returning surveys to the 
land office. 

A bill for the relief of Elliot Smith and Nathan 
Farnsworth. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Forsyth. 

A bill for the relief of Ira Baldwin. 

A bill for the relief of Stanley White. 

A bill for the relief of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Walker, of 
Baltimore. 

A bill for the relief of James Curwen, surviving 
partner of Curwen & Willing. 

A bill for the relief of Jasher Adams and John 
Adams, jr. 

A bill for the relief of Harvey & Slagg. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Boston. 

A bill for the relief of Bennet M. Deil. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Morrell, administra- 
tor of Joseph Icard, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Adino Goodenough. 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to 
pay any balance that may be due the Shawnee In- 
dians who served in the Florida war. 

A bill for the relief of William Gove. 

A bill for the relief of Lot Davis. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Nock. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph M. Rhea. 

A bill for the relief of Walker, Kinkle, and Ca- 
ruthers. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsay 
Ward. 

A bill for the relief of Edward A. Lambert, 
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reed to, and the bill was. re ported to the Senate 
and ordere:t to be engrofteed for a third resdine 
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the passage of the bull. He expressed himself in 
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ilece, and for the prevention of frauds on the reve- 
nues of the Post Office Department, was taken upon 


ls third reading. 
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lece of franking their letters. But the Senate having 


thrown out that Provision, and reinstated the prin- 


ciple of members frankinge their own letters, ther 
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teenth section By oe€ neral Consent the section could 
be struck out. 

It was accordingly, by eeneral assent, struck 
out. 
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now stood, the Prosident of tie United States, 
while in office, was not to have the franking priv- 
ee It seemed strange to deny it to a Presideist 
roffice, but grantit to lim when out of office. 
Mi MERRICK USSUTE 1 the senator from Ne W 
Hlampshi tra he saw no ood reason for it at 
rl il the Sea had overruled him and made 
FOSTER put it to the Senate—was It con- 
nt wit! own dignity not to provide for the 
extension ofthe privilege to President Tyler as well 
r ex-Presidents, when he retires from office 
If it was negleeted, it would be atuributed to mo- 


he 


tives that wa ure every senator who heard 
him would scorn to indulge. Everybody knew he 


had his prejudices in that quarter as well as others 


Of his pomtical ire nds; but, on such an OCCASION a 
this, he was willing to give then: up; and he wi 
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lent of the I nited States while 1 I It 
ex-Presidents of the United States and’ 

Mr. MERRICK accepted, and re nmended thie 
roposition im that form, 

Mr. TAPPAN suegested that the ex-Vice Presi- 
dents should be included. 

Lo thi suggestion there Was a ma rife st opp 
tion; So It Was not considered. 

by unanimous assent, the amendment by Mr. 
DickINSON Was made, aud the bill was then. 


h a third time, amended, as follows: 
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everal a ts for establishing and reeulating the Post 
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General to mereage the rate of 


led. Vhat they do not exceed exceed fitty per cer 
on fetter postaue 


wecrume at such office. And the pos 


niaster General is hereby re quire d to cause accountst 


be kept of the postage that would be chargeable, at 
the rates preseribed in this act, upon all matter pas 


t 
ing free through the mail, according to the provisions 


of this aet; and the sums thus chargeable 
paid to the Post Office Department, from the contin- 
vent funds of the two Llouses of Congress, and ot 
the other departments of the government for whic! 
service may have been performed; and 
no such fund, that they be paid out 
treasury of the United States. 


7 elid be it further enacted, That the act of 


SI be 


such mail 
where there is 
of the 


a 
WECe 6 


Congress entitled “An act authorizing the governor 
of the several States to transmit by mail certain 


books and decuments,” approved June the 30 

1834, shall remain and continue m full force, any- i 
thine here nbefore to the contrary notwith width { 
ind the members of Congress, the delegates from i, 
jerritories, the Secretary of the Senate,and the elk + 


of the Llou se of Re presentatives, shall be , and they 
are hereby, authorized to transmit, free of postay: 
to any post office within the United States, oi 

‘Verritories thereof, any documents which have bee 


or may be printed by order of either ELlouse of Co 











ress, anything in this law to the contrary notwitt!- 
standin 
si 5 elnd be it’ further enacted, That ¢ i 
member of the Senate, each member ¢ i 
lion of  Renrese es, and ea ( 
from oa ‘Ts y of the Unites Stat 
Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk 
of Re t tis muy ( rl ( 
Co nd fon period f thirty day 
( Y ent | ( { the end 
mid Every of | ress, send l 
Tr the) , free o rH uiv letter. 
mper, or packet, not execeedn two ¢ 
' . i’ 
I ‘ hie {hol memori or other miattes ( : 
rs, 4e ved during any se moof Co exs, by 
\ ité ’ eu . 
Renae t ex, t 
cuille pV rea y 4 
LW cline att 
t paid tof thre 
whieh the person r 
ber And they shal 
letters from tuemis 
now authorized by 
Sree. 9. end be it 
be lawful for any } 
private ¢ pre or 
ia V i nei ¢ 
for the convey 
trips, or at ed 
city, town, or ot 
town, or piace, 
and trom and to { 
place thie Is rewulariv tray = i 
ed under ( Post Of Le ss 
me t. of . ol packace of 
ters, Or other matter properly transmitabie } ‘ 


ili, EXCEeDt 


hewspapes 


! , 
iS$ and each and every 





macazines, and periodica 
Offending ‘Ait t tr provi mm, or ane | 
ne there, or acting as u hoy it eX 
i for each time any letter or lette packe i 
ed es, or other er properly t teabote 
tit tN } new waper npamets iZlive 
per Hea hali or may be, by I her, or tues (f 
ort \ iS, i On thie rmeai ‘ ! tif 
tv, in wile i nh pa conveyed rorler 
ont. ry to the true tert, rit, l MmewAINL OF 
th ection, forfeit and pay the sum of one hundred 
aud fitty dollars. 
Sr ‘10. elnd be at furlier ei led, That it 
no ul for any stage coach, railroad « 
ste wket boat, or other vehicle or ve i. 
nor the owners, Managers, servants, or 
crews of either, Which re gularly performs trips at 
stated) periods on a post route, or between two or 


more cities, towns, or other places, from one to the 






























































lich the United 








her of i States mail is regularly 
onveyed under the authority of the Post Office De- 
vartment to tras port or convey, otherwise than 1 
the muil, any letter or letters, packet or package 
ol etlel or other matiable matte) Vv eve 
‘ xeep i i é lay have reiation Lo ine 
art of the cargo of such teamiboal, pa ket 
oa or other vessel, or to yniie irti¢ 
the same time conveyed by the same stage 


or other yenicie, ¢ 


pampihiets, 


every 


coach, railroad car, 
newspapers, 
odicals; and for 
owners of the 
packet boat, or other vehicle 01 
and pay the sum of one hundred dollars; and the 
driver, captain, conductor, or person having charge 
of any such stage coach, railroad car, steamboat, 
packet boat, or other vehicle or vessel, at the time 
any offence, and who 
shall not at that time be the owner thereof, in whole 
or in part, s in like manner, forfeit and pay, in 
every. such case of offence, the sum of fifty dollar 
Sec. 11. .4nd be it further enacted, ‘That the own- 
er or owners of ‘every stave coach, railroad car, 
steamboat, or other vehicle or vessel, which shall, 
with the knowledge or any owner or n 
whole or in part, or with the knowledge or connivance 
of the driver, person 
having charge of any such stage coach, railroad car, 
steamboat, or other vessel vehicle, convey 
transport any person or pe rsons acling or ¢ mployed 
AS a private express for the conveyance of letters, 
packet of 
matter, and actually in posses 


) 
, marvaZines 
also, nagaZil . 


and peri- 


such offence, the owner or 


road car, steamboat, 


vessel, shall forfeit 


stage coach, rall 


of the commission of such 





Gil, 





owners, 1 


conductor, captain, or other 


or Oo! 


, or package S$ letters, or other mailable 
such maitlable 
matter, for the purpose of transportation, contrary 


to the 


sbon of 


nd lite 


Spirit, true intent, a ming of the prece- 
ding sections of this Jaw, shall be subjeet to 
the like fines und penalty S are heretn- 
before provided ind directed in the case of 
persons actin as such private eXpresst and 
of persons employing thi ume: but nothing in th 


act contained be const 


Veyance 


sna rued to prohibit the con- 


or transmission of letters, pac kets, or pack- 


ages, or other matter, to any part of the | nited 
States, by private hands, no compensation being 
tendered or received therefor in any way, or by a 


special messenger ¢ mployed only for the single par- 
ucular occasion 

Sec. 12. dnd be it further enacted, That 
sons whatsoever whio shall, after the passage of this 
act, transmit by any 
by this act declared 


private 
to 


express, or other means 


be unlawful, any !etter or 


letters, package or packages, or other matlable mat- 
ter, and excepting newspapers, pamphlets, maga- 
zines, and periodicals, or who shall place or cause 


to be deposited at any appointed place, for the 


pur- 
pose of being transported by such unlawful means, 
any matter or thing properly transmitable by mail, 
excepting newspapers, 1d 


matter, 


pamphie is, magazines, 


any st ch 


hlets, magazines, and 


veriodicals, or who shall deliver 


| 
ex¢ epting newspapers, pani} 
periodicals, for transmission, to any agent or agents 

: unlawful for © and 


of such _ shall. 
sum of lifty dul- 


eXpresses wil 
every offence, forfeit and prey the 
lars. 
Sree. 13. and be it further enacted, That nothing in 
this act contained shall i 
strued to prohibit the 
of letters by steamboats, as authorized by 
section of the act “An act 
the several acts establishing and re rulating the 
Post Office De approved third of 
March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty-five: 
Provided, That the require sixth see- 
tion of said act be strictly complied with, by the de- 
livery, within the time s) of 
letters conveyed not re earco, or 
some part there f, to the po 


have the effect or be 


con- 


conveyan or transportation 
the sixth 
entitled 


tor 


. . eo? 
partment, 


to reduce into one 


tne 


sad 


ments ot 


ecified by said all 
to th 


Matvine 
stmaster or other author- 


act 


e 
' ' 
! 


ized agent of the Post Office Department at the port 
or place to Which said letters may be directed, or in- 
tended to be delivered over from said boat; and the 
postmaster or other agent of the Post Office Depart- 
ment shall charge and collect upon all letters or othe 
mailable matter, so delivered to him, except news- 


papers, pamphlets, magazines, 
same rates of postagt 
upon said letters had 


and periodicals, the 

AS would have ween ¢ hare d 
they been transmitted by mail 
from the port or place at which they were placed on 
board the steamboat from which they were received; 
but it is hereby expressly provided, that all the pain 
and penalties provided by this act, for any violation 
of the provisions of the eleventh section of this act, 
shall attach in eve ry case to any steambeat, or to 
the owners and persons having charge thereof, the 


captain or other person having charge of which shall 
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net, as aforesaid, con y with the er nt f tins of contracts the tr ion ¢ 
the sixth section of the aid law of ind iti. to let the me every ¢ » :. ect 
eight hundred and twenty-five Ang a bidk ey ent } ( r } 
eliall receive to be Cony yed by thie k performan WV out other referet i 
t ich shal! weigh more thaa thi ot ich transportation than may 

St . 14. wind Dé ul fi rlher enacl I, - prov de {o the du ‘ rity Cer } } 
master General shall have power, and he is hereby of such transportation; norsh iny ‘ 
authorized, to contract with the owners or com- tor hereafter be required to purchase o 
mander of any ste amboat plying upon the vestern a valuation, the stock or vehicle of Vy } Vio 
or other waters of the United States, for the trans- contractor for the same route And a id va 
portation of the mail for any length of time or num- ments made under the orders of the Pi 
ber of trips, less than the time for which contracts General, in a newspaper or newspapers, ct 
for transporting the mail ofthe United States are uncalled for in any post office, shall be toserted 


now usually made existing laws, and without thie 
previous advertisements now required before enter- 


ing into such contracts, whenever in his opinion the 


public interest and convenience will be promoted 
. 1 . 

thereby Provided, That the price to Dé paid for 
such service shal] in no case be greater than the 





average rate paid for such service under the last pre- 
ceding or then existing regular ict for trans- 


porting the mail upon the route he may so fora 


contre 


less time contract for the transportation of the mail 


upon . 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That ‘“mail- 
able matter,” and ‘matter properly transmita- 
ble by ail,’ shall be de od and k t 
bie by mall, shall be deemed anc taken ) 
mean, all letters and newspapers, and all mag- 


Azines and pamphlets periodically published, ol 


which may be published in regular series 
or in successive numbers, under the same 
title, though at irrecular intervals, and all oth- 


er written or printed matter whereof each copy or 


number shall not exceed eight ounces in weight, ex- 
cept bank notes, sent in pau kaves or bundle with- 
out written letters accompanying them; but hound 
books, of any size, shall nut be held to be meluded 
within the meaning of those terms. And any pack- 
et or packets, of whatever size or weight, beimg 
made up of any such mailable matter, sha ibject 
all persons concerned in tran porting the same to all 
the penalties of this law, eqi lly as if it or they 
were not so made up into a packet or packages. 
But nothing in this act contained shall be so con- 


strued as t whatever from 


») prohibit any person w 
transporting, or Causing to be tran ported, ove! 
any mail route, orany road or way parallel there- 
to, any books, magazines, Or pal iphlets, or news- 


led for 


marked, directed, or 


papers, not intel im- 
. te distributi SS eae” se a ee 
mediate distribution to sul ribers o1 hers, but in- 
tended for sale as merchandi and transported in 
the usual mode of transporting merchandise over 
the particular route used, and sent or consigned to 
some bona fide dealer or agent for the sale thereof 


nor shall anything herein be construed to mterfere 
with the right of any traveller to have and take 
him her, te his own use 
pamphlet, magazine, or newspaper. 
Sec. 16. and be it further enacted, ‘T 
here used, 


ume is hereby defined to be, 
tion, issued in numbe) 


with 


5 any book, 


or or aer 


" 

hat the term 
1 ' 

shall be, and the 


any print d public a- 


inbetfore 


“newspaper,” 


$s, consisting of not more than 


{two §s heets, and publishe d atsnort State rt intervals of 
not more than one month, conve ying intelligence of 
passing events, and bona fide extras and sup:le- 
ments of any such publication. And nothing hereim 


contained shal] be so construed as to prevent the free 
exchange } the publishers 
thereof, as provide d for under the twenty-ninth seec- 
tion of the a 1 “An act to 


of newspapers between 
t entitled reduce it i 
the several acts for establishing and reculatine the 
Post Office De partme hd Ap} roved the third day of 


lo one 





March, one thousand eight hundred and twenty- 
five. 

Sree. 17. nd be it further enacted, That all peeuni- 
ary penalties and forfeitures incurred under this act, 
shall be one-half for the use of the person or persons 

and prosecuting for the same, and the 


informing 
other half to the of the 
he patd over to the Postmaster Genera 
ed for by him as other moneys of 
and ‘ of aris 

be sued; and all offenders ag 

prosec ute d b fore the jus tices . MNagis- 
trages, or other judicial courts of the several S 
and of the several Territories of the United 
they having com} jurisdic tion, | ¥ the laws 


ane eer 
such States or Territories the trial of claims and 


United States, and shall 
land aeccount- 
dep 

} 


der this act 


use 


the irtment 


all causes action ing u 


may 


aust this 


ict may he 
of the peace 
tates 
' 


iLes 


Q; 


etent 





to 


demands of as great value, and of t 


he prost cutions, 
where the punishments of 


at extent; and 
such justices, magistrates, or judiciary, shall take 


are as ore 
cognizance thereof, and proceed to judgment and ex- 
ecution, a8 in other cases. 

Sec. 18. and be it further enacted, That it shall 


be the duty of the Postmaster General, in all future 


of 


the paper or papers, of the town or place where the 


the office advertising may be situated, having the 
largest circulation, provided the editor or editors | 
such paper or papres shall agree to insert the same 


for aprice not greater than that now fixed by lav 


and in a case of question or dispute to tl 
amount of the circulation of any papers, the + 
itors of which may desire this advertisi it st 
be the duty of the postmaster to receive ¢ 
and decide upon the fact. 

Sec. 19. dnd be it further enacted, That to in 
as far as may be practicable, an equal and 
of compensation, ack ording to the servicer pel orn 
ed, amone the several railroad compat 
United States, for the transportation of the 
shall be the duty of the Postmaster Ge i! 
range and divide the railroad routes, incladi 


+! . ‘ 
tne service 18 


those in which partly by ! ! 
and partly by steamboats, into thre 
cording to the size of the mails, t 


they are conveyed, and the importa: 

vice: and that it shall be lawful f t 
tract for conveying the mail with any such 
company, either With or Wwithoul iveq 

such contract: Provided, That, for i 

of the mat! on any 2 ulroad of the fi 

Hot pay higher rat of eompet 

wlowed by law; nor for conveying 

railroad of the second class, a greater compe 
than one hundred dollars per mile i ! 

for carrying the mail on any railroad of 

class, a vreater compet Sation thai tf 

mile perannum. And in case the Py aster G 
eral shall not be able to conclude a 


such rane 


compensation not exceeding thea 


rying the mail on any 





rues, or for what he may deem at 

fur compensation for the service to | eY 

shall be lawful for him to separate 

trom the residue of the mail, and to eo ‘ 
with or without advertising, for conve ‘ 


mal ovel such route, by hie foe .&3 
wise, at the greatest: speed that ean 
obtained; and also to contract for carry 
route the reside of the mail, in wage or 4 
wise, ata slower rate of peed Providsd i 
one-half of the ervice, on any raglroad, i re 
to be verformed in the night sea On, 1 hk 
ful for the Postmaster General to pay twent 
per cent. in addition to the aforesaid 
rate of allowance: dnd pre vided rth | { 
shall be found ne e ry tO convey \ 
route more than two matls daily f 
for the Postmaster General to pay 
compensation as he may think just and 
having re ference to the service pert 
maxXiinuns rate of all wanee estab! } 

Sec. QU. wdnd be it further enacted. Uh 
of action arising under this act may b i 
offenders against this act may be pr j ‘ 


of the United s 


; 4 1" 
, or of the Lei 


any circuit or district court 
of the District of Columbia 
the Unite d States. 

See. Ql. And be it further enacted, ‘| 


pur 


OM 


se of guarding agaist the } 





issment in the oper 


Department, consequent ton any 
ot said 
lk ned by the 
this act made, there id hereby i 


the sum of seven hundred and fi 
money in 


revenues depai 
reduction of thre ile of fa 


be. a 





to be paid out of any 
otherwise appropriated, 
of the Post Office De partment 
United States, to be « 
the Postmaster Genera!, to sup) 
in the regular revenues fror 
manner as the revenues of 
by law applied 

Sec. 22. amd be it 
the amount of postages 
postage prt scribed by this act 





1 
and to te 


mrviie d. under the 


iyi 





i a ‘ 
further enacted, Tha ( 


from tit rat‘ 


with the 


coiecte d 


annual ay 


oe 





propriation from the treasury of seven hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars herein granted, shall prove in- 
sufficient to de fray t expense of the mail 
throughout thie United States, to an extent ¢ qual to 
} } 








service 
enjoyed by the public, and also the ex- 
pense of extending and enlarging the same in 
proportion with the inerease and EXpansion ¢ f the 
ypulation, particularly in the new States and ‘Terri- 
tories, the deficiency that may so arise shall be paid 
out of any moneys in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated: Provided, That the amount of expend- 
for the Post Office Department shall not, in 

the entire agvrecate, exclusive of salaries of officer 
envers, of the General Post Office, 
and the contingent fund of the same, exceed the an- 
nual amountof four million five hundred thousand 
dollars. 
SEC. 


whatis now 


one 


iture 


clerks, and mes 


23. And beit further enacted, That 
in this act contained shall be construed to 


nothing 
repeal thy 
laws heretofore enact d, granting the franking priv- 
ilege to the President of the United States while in 
office, and all ex-Presidents of the United States, end 
to the widows of the ex-Presidents Madison and 
Harrison 

Mr. McDUFFIE, 
ly’ heard, 8 ud he re earded it as 
not only to record his vote, but against 
this measure. It was in vain to disguise its ultimate 
effect, whatever might be its object. He took it for 
granted, and could safely s: ~that whatever inge- 
nious speculations had been heard upon this sub- 
ject in support of a low rate of postage as pro- 
ducing a large increase of correspondence, it wa 
very different from the theory which prevailed with 
the same senators upon another subject, (the tariff. 
He flattered himself that there was not a senator 
here who really beleved that the pos t-office estab- 
lishment could be maintained under the operation of 
: pon the 
national treasury to the amount of at least from one 
He would not discu 
this question asa question of mere reform. He would 
not discuss it as a question oft maintainine the 
existing system under such modifications as would 
mitigate the burdens of the community, 
destroying the revenue of the d partment. 
should discuss it as 


. indi finct- 
olemn 


after a few remark; 
his 


to pretest 


auty 








this law, without being annually thrown u 


totwo millions of dollars. 


without 
But he 
a measure which would throw 
this department ultimate ly npon the national treasury 
for its support. Insignificant as it might appear to 
regarded 1t as of the 
and revolutionary movements in our 


the United 


the pretext—what was the 


some, in this aspect, he one 
most radical 
financial system, ever attempted in 
States. And what was 
ingenious diseuise under which gentlemen had pr 
sented this question to the Senate? To relieve the peo- 
ple from their burdens of postage. 
He would venture to say that, of all the burdens im- 


posed upon the per nle by this government, this was 





} | 
burdens—the 


one the least felt, and the least complained of. rut 
how--viewingthis asa question of paying the expe nses 


of the department out of its own income, or paying 


them out of the tre asury—how Was it to relieve the 


peoples Yuu 
and then collect the money from him to pay it into 
the treasury, to indemnify the 


relieve a citizen from paying postage, 


vovernment from 


loss. What a delusion! If the amount saved to 
the person by this reduction of duty be equal, fully 


equal, to the tax which he pays to the government, 
in order to enable it to defray these 
ceives no benefit. 


expenses, he re- 
What was the benefit of taxi: vu 
aman to pay money into the treasury, In order to 
exempt him from paying postage? What did he 
vain? What could anybody gain by such a policy 
as this? It was obvious that if the benefit of this 
reduction were to accrue to the same individual 
who paid the money into the treasury, he could not 
gain by the reduction; but if the individual who 
was thus benefited was not the person who paid the 
money into the treasury, then it was unjust. You 
give the officers of the government the benefit of the 
profitable agency of collecting money, and paying it 
into the tre asury, that it may be 
the persons it was collected from in another shape, 
but curtailed by all the expenses of agency. 

But the subject whieh struck him 
most for ibly Was, that, conte mplating the effects as 
they actually this bill was intended to ex- 
empt large cle of the community from 
the burden of postage, and to subject another class 
to the burden of taxation in order to effect this re- 
duction. 

He did not know the existing condition 
things inthe West. He presumed that they were 
very similar to what they were in the South; but he 
knew this—that his constituents, 30 far from re- 


aid out again to 





view of this 





were, 
} 


one iss 


of 


a ————————— 
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complained 
fit they re- 


garding their postage as a burden to be 
of, rezarded it as 


ceived from the finar 


; almost the only bene 


cial or general Operauions of Uils 
rovernment 
In the whole regio oF thre 


Opulation Wa 


West and 


} ! 
} CoMmMparatlvelry sparse and in 


| ] ¢ r ¢ } ty 
thinly populated portious of the country the agistrl 
itle Ort. 


1 


bution of intel 
T 
il} Ce Te 


| 
in the early stage of this debate, al 


iwence was a mé r of vast Im 
} 


) \ ail thine 
thougnt t eard sometiili 


yutthe unport- 
ly 
intelligence 


wing Information and 
United State fhe greate. 


in this country was car- 


inee of commun 


: 1 oi . 
o 1e peo ne of 
i 


| 


part of the correspondence 
ried on by the commercial and manutacturing Com- 
munity. All the ; 
States were nade up, particularly in the South and 
Southwest, of a population who wrote very few let- 
ters, and received ve ry few. He could not in 
in agriculturist who would feel the burden of post- 
t all even if and he | 
ystitnent who did 


uy the salt which he 


“al 4] 7 ee 
wricultural portions of the United 


Tinie 


] ? | 
doubled; elleved lhe 


had not a ‘ not pay a 
ircer duty 
ly, than the sum he paid In postage 


agricultural yx Amonyst these were 








t ruion. € 
he cotton and he would venture to say, 
peaking f elf, that if he were to pay. the 
wwe directly upon every letter wiiel he re ceived 
I lly, the duty tl it he paid upon hi cotion bag 
ald le one hundred times greater than huis 
stage, 
Now, were the people to be taxed the first 
year of this experiment two millions, and then tour 


millions; and 


time, ten millions of dollars—all thrown upon the pub- 
to the 
ionitude that 


,in the course of fifteen years from this 


favors conferred, and 
ssive 


ic treasury, 
swell 
which w 


tion of the 


picrease 
of 
thrown upon the agricultural por- 
community, for the support of the 
ufacturers of the North? Was 


upon the people now to relieve those manufacturers 


the m oppre burden 
now 
niathieg 
this to be thrown 
of their postage? 

That was the The manufacturing 
and commercial portions of the Union were the por- 
tions a! that had 


rates of postage, 


whole matter. 


raised this about low 
It was with them the excitement 
had originated, and it jiad very | 
listributed throughout the country. ‘Every farmer 
ad to pay, for the ¢ lothes he ‘ and for the arti- 


in his family, fifty times as much 


ne iwitation 


heen weniously 


( 
i wore 


cles he consumed 


into the federal treasury, out of which that money 
came to support these manufacturers, as he paid for 
postave, But that the farme r regarded as no burden 


atall. It was no burden to him to pay once o 


twenty-five cents 


felt it more t 


a i 
half or 


a week twelve and a 
; and yet he 


twice 


postage on a tetter 


$15 or $20 he pays to his (Mr. MecD.’s) friend from 
Rhode Island [ Mr. Simmons] for his calicoes. 
His objection, then, to this bill and the measure 


which it propose d was, that it would certainly tnirow 
the Post Office Department, or the larger portion of 
its expenditures, upon the ‘Treasury Department. 
He knew of no reason why the } 
reduced below ten cents, that would not app 


should be 
y to 
Why have any rate at all 


stage 


abolishing it altogether. 





if it Was not adeqrate tothe expenses of the di: part- 
ment? 

He had shown th: t of this bill would be 
to throw tl burden unon those who ought net to 
pay it, inorder to relieve those who, upon every 


principle of human justice, ought to pay it 
had been very generally regarded as a 


taxation. Whena man paid so much into the 


que stion ot 


1 Osi 





office for a letter, it was suppose d that he was pay- 
ing itasatax to the covernment. Now this was 
no such thing. He, (Mr. McD.) no more 
paid a tax when he paid the federal govern- 
ment twenty-five cents to enable him » lrans- 
port a letter cheaper than he could get it trans- 
ported by a_ private company, than he paid a 
t iX whe n he ud a waconer or boatman lo carry 
his cotton. It wa not paying a t £ 


tax, bu payl 
1 4 il, 


perform upon tern 


for 
and which 


services the government renderet 





hodyv else could 
novoady else could 





which suited him so well. Suppose you make pri- 
vate contracts yr the tra sportation of your corre- 
spondence: it would cost, besides the imconveni- 
ence of having no system at all, three times a uch 





as you pay the government. 
Seas } 

Chis must be regarded as a 
isystem for the benefit of one portion of the Union, 
ut for all. And he 
it asa tax, could the 


general system—not 


k would ask, if we wereto regard 
imagmation of man conceive a 
more just tax than that which levies the burden upon 
the person who receives the benefit? Who ought 
to pay the postage?’ That was the whole matter. 








263 





a 








The poor man, who perhaps never received a letter 


and who 
in the 


paid ten dollars to the government 
of a duty on sugar, salt, or tro 


form 


Ought he to pay his[Mr. MeDurrie’s] letter po 


age Ou 


senator from Rhode Isl 


pay 


rht 


t 


their own 


that the whe 


Sist in reueving 


the letter postage t the 


na No 
Let 
of 


manufacturing portion of 


he to 


pay 





they ough to 





him tell renitiemye 





postag 


} 


le amount this system would eo 


the 


' } t 4 
community, and the densely populated parts of the 


‘country, from their postage, 


and to throw the bur 


den upon the agricultural, or sparsely settled poi 


tion of the 
filly 
and he 
pass 


should 


ask 


Tnited States. Now, he would res pect- 


sugvest that it would be just as reasonable 
eid 
—that the manufactures in the North, who had 
a vast deal of correspondence in their busine 


not know that it would not 


come to 


, 


first, that we should enable them to 


keep up their establishments by the enormous du- 


ties of 


a protective system, and then 


that we 


should raise funds to pay for the transportation 


oftheir manufactures 


New Orlea 


come and call 
Southwest to 
ior the transport 
@ Of DIS part of 
their portion of the expen 


! 
but he wa 


throughou 
ail 


LTO nd. 


otlice department, ofa 
extent of which no human sagacity could anti 
Already it was lawful for the head of that departm: 


to exercis 


ls 


It 


e 


from Boston to New York, 

They had just as much right to 
upon the people of the South and 
lo that, as 


~ OE 


to eall upon them to pay 
tion of their letters. Now the peo 
the country were willing te 


Du 
i y 


es of this establishment 


to passed 


not willing see a 


measure 


i 
which would break up one half of the post offices 
tthe country. 
ject, he protested against this as a system tend 
ing to produce a revoluti 
ly unjustin the distribution of the burdens of 
government. 


Under these views of the 


in this department eros 


r 
i ~ 


But he 
was laying 


objected to it on anothe 
the foundation, in the po 
system of corruption, the 


pate 


I 


the largest control over 


the public 


opinion of the country of any officer under the ¢ 


ecrument. 


extent of 


this department when under 


that energetic and patrioty 


W ho how 


United St: 


I 


Uhh 


he 


ite 


le (Mr. McD.) looked back upon th 


e influence which had been obtained 
| the administre 

man, (Judge Meie 
the Supreme 


believed, } 


ula seat in Court of the 


though that ventle 


s; and he 


man was comparatively unknown when he wei 


t + ? 
Into the ae 


Was ayure 
' 


it hever 


the adeputy 


postmas 


he came out 


artment, one of the mo 
nin the United States. And how; He 
man; he administered that departmet 
had been administered Sine and cl 
controlling influence W uch he } id ( ( 


ers all over the United State 


B i} ‘ ' 

t character for integrity and honesty, that he 
i } } } 

knew th postmasters Who had dealings with hin 
iy ¢ ! ’ ‘ ' 
ad a feeling towards him approaching almost to id 
N T i , ast of soecan 

atry. No manin the United States had the power to 
= ‘ ? 1 ; ' 
exercise a greater influence than the head of th 

| ar ae 1. TI 

department, at that period. nere Was neve; 


purer man there, than Judge McLean. What the 


would be the tendency of this system in ten years 


from this 
Wo d 


clusive and 1dey 


ter Gencral wields a discretionary power. 


PIVEN, I 


power to 


t! ronghout the United 


jimilte d, t 


ary power, and 
the means of doing a favor to any deputy post 
or any number of deputy postmaster: 


have 


masier, 


t 
th 


he Nhinotent 
€ omnbhipotent. 


a 


mer \ corrupt man in that departmen 


‘The departme nt has an ¢ 


lent The 


lependent 


Postma 
He 


this ball, u discretionar’ 


existence. 


| ise of 


the 


little ¢ 
rais salary of deputy 
To be it was 
yet it Was a discretiol 


Postmaster General would 


postni ster 


tates. sure 


extent; bul 


rLbit ; 


every 


throughout the United States. 
Upon the whole, he regarded this system as un- 
just, unsafe, and caleulated to produce the must d 


ustrous consequences. 


Mr. MeD. further opposed the 


bill, chiefly upor 


these grounds. 


Mr. 


hie ard from him re 


deemed 


SIMMONS did not rise to consurne 


tine in dy 


ussing this Subyect, for the Senate hi 
ireadgy ali the arguments ‘ 


to enf his views, and h 


eces ry ree 

ould not now have thought another remark calle 
for, I" not the senator from South Car i made 
rersol uston to him, as if ine had other re ons 
uid motives for fixing upon alow uniform rate o 
postage than those he had avowed- to produce me 
revenue to the department. The senator had made 
allusions also to his (Mr. 8.’s) constituents; and 
was necessary he should say a word or two in the 


defence. 
In the 

that the 

menced 


fi 


\ 
nk 


lace, he should 


South 


rst p be permitte d to : 
senator from Carolina had com- 


opposiuon to the passage of this bill 
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with an entire revolution of the arguments he has 


been wielding for the last ten or fifteen years 
wainst high taxation Instead of arguing, as 
he has heretofore done, in favor of reducing the |] 
burden of x<ation, he goes for sustaining it in this 1) 
irticuila He says, however, tha rare IS Not |] 
Aa tax Now he Mr ntended wus a t j 
and out tax; and that, too, without the ¢ a 

i ited othe YY le tf ta tio Whom do you | 
tax; Your own citizens; and there is no bene fit re- }| 
ulting to any one. You neither benefit any one in | 
or out of the country. But, instead of retaining 
what is felt to be a grievous burden of taxation in | 
this particular, reduce it, ind you at once benefit | 
every one. It is forthe benefit of the community, 
both in regard to the general diffusion of intelligence | 
and the facilities of business. You not only in- 
crease the means of intercommunication, but en- | 
large the field of social happiness, and augment the | 
enjoyments ¢ f domestic life. 

Of all the reasoning he had ever heard, thatof the || 
senator against the reduction of postage was the | 
most extraordinary. ‘The senator says itis taking 
ti burden off of those who « njyoy the bene fits, and 
making those pay it who cet none of the service, and | 
do not want it. | 

Surely, if the honorable senator had heard the 

tateme nts made to the Senate by the chairman of 
the PostOfMfice Committee during thie progress of this 
bill, he would have seen that the very reverse of his 
position Was the fact It s those who wet the larg- 
est umount of mail service who pay the least to- 


‘ ] ¢ 
Wards Sue 





Luning tment; and those who get 
} the The converse of his prop- 
demonstrated by these faets: the Postmas- 
ter General's port shows that letter 
last year was $3,676,161 53, 


The €X- 





least pay 


most. 
osition 
annual re the 
postage received for the 


and the 


newspaper postage $549,743 83 

penditure of the department was $4,296,867 70. 
‘To sustain it, the letter postag contributed, in 
round numbers, three millions and = a_ half 
of dollars, and_ the newspaper postage half 
a million. The service, however, was in a dif- 
ferrent proportion. ‘The weights of the newspaper 
mail was eicht-fold greater than that of the letter 
mail, and the expense msequently eight times 
vreater Was it not appare nt, then, that the letter 
mail, which cost the least for transportation, and 

elded the most revenue, had tos un the news- 


paper i ail, wl } reauired the 
for the publi ervice, and yielded revenue: 
Was it not manifest that those who got the least 


benefits from the service paid ten times as much 


rgest expenditure 
t] 


the least 


as those who got the most? This bill proposes to 
charge a uniform rate of letter postage, of five cents. 





If this 
send or receive letters, 


on those who 
it does not lessen the benefits 


derived by the community in relation to newspapers 


reduction confers a benefit 


and the diffusion of intelligence by printed mat 
sent through t mail; for too, 


ter, 


9 he the se bene fits, are 
enlarged by the bill. 

the delusion that 
postage isa tax, is keptup by the fact that a per- 
son paying a quarter of a dollar at a post offi 


letter feels it more dir r than he 


> ] | » 
But the senator seems to think 


‘e for n 





y does the eight or 


ten dollars extra which he pays his (Mr. S.’s 
constituents, individually, on their cotton goods. It 
really seemed strange to him, (Mr. S.,) that after 


twenty years of experience, some people could not 
their cotton 


these woods 


find out that, instead of paying more for 
goods in of 
were, year after year, growing cheaper and cheaper, 
and that they are at |: 
than they have ever been obtained for before. 

How could it farmer in Illinois, who, 


heretofore. had to pay 25 cents each for his letters 


consequence 


protection, 


ist obtained at lower prices 
i 


injure the 





to have, in future, to pay only 5cents? If he re 

quired no Jetters, would he not still feel the benefits 
of the increased facilities afforded | bill in re- 
ceiving intelligence and printed u n of evreat 





value to him? 

The senator apprehends tha 
result in enormous exactions 01 lic tres 
that the high rates of postage ought to be kept up, 
and competition with the department put down by 
law 


t this measure will 


sur 


s does not harmonize well with his reneral 


doctrines He assumes, teo, that this bill will eive 
no income to the department—or how was it to 
become a burden on the treasury? Now, it was 


easy to show that, even with the present correspon 
dence passing through mail at the rateof five 
cents possage,no such burden could fall upon the 
treasury as to affect it; but surely no senator would 


tne 


contend that an increased corre spondence was not to 
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be expected from the great reduction of postage pro- 
posed. In England, priorto the establishment of 
the penny-postage systei—the rates of postage be- 


ing high like ours—the correspondence, compared 
with the population, was in the same proportion 
that ity he re, computing our correspondence by 
our population. If the change ther’ occasioned an 
increase four-fold, why hould it not do the Arne 
here: The a rease required here at 5 cent postage, 
to sustain the department, was only a fraction of 


the increase which had taken place in England. 
There was, therefore, no ground whatever for 
prehension that the department would be thrown 
treasury as a burden. 

“Mr. McDUFFIE asked what was the increase of 


in England, which followed the 


ap- 
upon tne 


corre: pondence ‘4 
adoption of the penny postage system, and if there 
was not a considerable deficit of revenue. 

Mr. MERRICK proposed answering the ques- 
tion; but 

Mr. SIMMONS continued, and explained that 
there was no deficit now; on the contrary, there was 
asurplus of revenue from the pe nny postage in 
England. The income of the British post office for 
the year ending Sth January, 1844, was £1,420,- 
867, lls. 10d.—the expenditure £977,140, 7s. 53d.; 
le inetsurplus of revenue of £643,727, 4s. 41d. 
out of which £564,577, Os. Td. was over to 
the admiralty to reimburse the « xpense of the packet 
service: still leaving a surplus of €79,150, 3s. 93p., 
or nearly $400,000. 

Mr. McDUFFIE. 
the first year? 

Mr. SIMMONS. There was a great falling off 
of revenue 3the first year, in England, 
up to that time, the post office had been a source of 
revenue, which, under the new system, was no 
longer the principal object. The statements he had 
quoted were for the last year 

Mr. McDUFFIE. The revenue under the penny 
postage system exhibited a very great 
from former years. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Certainly: but revenue wa 
no longer the object; it was to give the public the 
benefits and blessings of cheap postage. ‘There the 
post office had always been looked to before as a 
source of revenue; but that was given up for the 
sake of extending the benefits of the service to the 
public. Although the falling off of revenue at first 
was considerable, yet the increase 
ence Was contunuous In 
the Post Office Department never has | 
for revenue. It never was contemplated that it 
should be. Now he had not any doubt himself, 
that, if our postage was reduced to two cents, cor- 
responding with the penny-postage system in Eng 
land, the increase of our correspondence would be 
just as great as the increase had been in England, 
ifnot greater. But as we d 
low as twocents, we did 


aving 


h iunded 


But what was the result of 


because, 


falling off 


of correspond- 
this country, 
een looked to 


ever since. 





id not propose to go so 


not calculate on so large 


an increase. In the proportion in which we had 
consented to reduce our postage, it was fair to ex- 


pect that our increase of corresponde nee would be 
twofold. It did not, however, require half this in- 
crease to sustain the department. 

Mr. MeDUFFIE had no confidence whatever in 
the ‘an ' 
from cheap postage. He did not believe there was 
a farmer in the country who would write on¢ 
letter more because he would have to pay only 
5 cents instead of 10 or 15 cents. The only bene- 
fits the reduction would confer, would be those to 
the manufacturing and commercial districts. These 
benefits they would enjoy at the expense of the 
whole community. 

Mr. McD. recapitulated his preceding views in 
relation to the eilects of this measure. 


calculations ot increase of correspondence 


Mr. MERRICK knew very well the Senate was 
weary of discussion on this bill. Tle would not, 


therefore, prolong the debate by reiterating argu- 
ments already fully considered. Tle should, how- 
the senator from South Carolina to take 
‘ation that the bill, in its present form, 
diitered essentially from that which he had reported 
from® the Committee on the Post Office. And al- 
thouch it was not now he wished it to | 
still he would give it his cordial support; for he felt 
assured, notwithstanding the alterations made, 
which he considered injudicious and injurious, im 
the end it would prove a good and beneficial meas- 
ure, satisfactory to the country, and not likely to 
burden the treasury, as the senator supposed. It 
may possibly render a call upon the treasury for 
some small amount in the first year, and pos- 
sibly to a less amount in the second year, ne- 


ever, ask 


into consider 


all that e, 























































































cessary; ut he was satisfied that, by the third 
year, it would sustain the department, and 
thereafter yield ample means for such extension of 
the service as the wants of the country may de- 
mand. He did not, indeed, fee] sure that tt wonld 
not sustain the department the first y e honed 
it would; but he ould not be surprised 

all short aanilheon of dollars, thouel 

the deficit could not exceed that tive 

was asmall deficit the second year, it would no 
alarm him; for he felt full confidence that the thi 
and, indeed, he believed the second year the depart 
ment would sustaim itself. The senator had not 
heard the statement he made to the Senate som 
days ago, as to the basis of his (Mr. M.’s) caleula- 
tions, when framing the bill. Ile would re peat a few 
of the items of that statement. 

He had ascertained from the reports of the de- 
partment, that, in 1836, (prior to the interference of 
private expresses) the correspondence of this coun- 
try was 30,000,000 of letters The increase. sine: 
consequent upon the increase of population would, 
but for the private expresses, have brought the 
amount up to 50,000,000. Allowing the reductio 
of postage from the present rates to 5 and 10 cent 
(as proposed inthe original bill) he ealeulated upon 
an increase of 2) pie recent. on the Corres) ridener 
which would bring the amount of letters up to 60,- 
000,000. This amount, at the average of 7! cents, 
(between 5 and 10) would give abundant means for 
sustaining the department. But the Senate had 
thought proper to make 5 cents the uniform postage 
for all distances; and although this cleared hii of all 
re sponsibility for the measure, and threw it upon 
the Senate, still he felt satisfied that even 5 cents on 
60,000,000 letters would leave but a small deficit 
of revenue to be supphed from the treasury 
The senator from Rhode Island calculated up- 
on an increase of 30 or 40° per cent.; and he 
(Mr. M.) thought it Was only a reaso rable cal- 
culation. Now, from 30 to 40 per cent. on the 
50 millions of letters which the corre pondence 
of the United states is estimated at, would 
vive about 70,000,000 letters, which, at 5 cent 
would amount to §3.500,000; and the newspaper 
postage and postage of the government corres pond 
ence would make up the whole sum required by the 
departme nt to sustain itself. He trusted the s« 
would see that there was no just ground for th 
prehensions he entertained. 

‘The yeas and nays having been called for a 
dered on the muSSavge of the bill, the vote was t 
and resulted—yeas 38, nays 12—as follow 

YEAS—VNiessrs. Allen, Archer, Ashley, Atherto I 
row, Bates, Bayard, Bento berricn, | Use Buch 
Choate, Crittenden, Dix Dayton, Dichinss Evans, | 
field, Foster, Francis, iluntington. Jarnagin. Johns« ler 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Niles, Porter. Rive Simmon 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Upham, Walker, White, \ bri 
and Woodbury 

NAYS—Messrs. Pa Clayto «4 tt, Hay ! 
Hannegan, Hucer Me Duile Phel 
Semple, and Sevier—-i2 

So the bill was passed. 

On motion of Mr. LIUNTINGTON, the Senate 
then went into executive session: and afier some 
time spent therem, 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Sarerpay, February 8, 1845. 

On motion of Mr. LEONARD, the reading of tl 
journal was dispensed with 

Mr. LEONARD made an appeal to the House to 
allow him to move the discharge of the Comunittec 
of the Whole House from Senate bill No. 35. enti- 
tled “An act to authorize the Se retary of thi 

I'reasury to make arrangement o1 compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of th: 
customs for the port of New York.” 

By unanimous a ent, the mouONH, havin hee 1 
received, was agreed to, and the bill took its place 

on the Speaker’s table. 

On motion of Mr. PARMENTER, accomnanied 
| by a brief explanation thereof, the joint resolution 
from the Senate to suspend a part of the 3d secth 
of the joint resolution of se ple mber ll, Is4], re 





ting to lands for the naval depot at Mempt Ss. wus 
taken up by general consent, and concurred in. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, on a presen 
jomt resolutions cf the legislature of North Carolina; 
which were referred to the Committee on Indian Af- 
fairs, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. FISH, on leave, gave notice of his intention, 
at a future day, to move for leave to introduce a bill 


‘ > } , 
leave ead certan 








ny 
On 
is 
1H) 
\ ¢ 
Li- 
mn, 
ill 


—————_ 


diab: 
to be printed. 


to limit the lien upon real estate of judgments recov- 
ered in the courts of the United States. 


On motion of Mr. MeKAY, by general consent, 


the report of the Secretary of War respecting the 
contracts for the removal west of the Choctaws: also 


a re} rt in regard to Colt invention; and a letter 
from the Secretary ofthe Treasury askn in apnro- 
priation for arrears of interest due the Chickasaw In- 


on investinents in State stocks, were ordered 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

Mr. VANCE moved a suspension of the rules 
that the House take up and act upon the private 
hills on the Speaker’s table, re ported yesterday from 
the Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. LEVY appealed to Mr. Vance to yield the 
floor, to enable him to move the discharge of the 
committee from the further consideration of the bill 
for the relief of Philip J. Fontaine, the obje ction to 
passage of which had been withdrawn. 

Mr. VANCE declined to lese any time for the 
action upon the numerous bills before them. The 
question on his motion was taken, and it was agreed 
to. 

The House accordingly procceeded 
the private bills on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. VANCE proposed that the list should be 
read over, and that those to which no objection: 

were made be passed en masse. 

{Cries of “no, no;” “go through them in their 
order.”’ 

The bill for the relief of Arthur R. Frogge of 
Fentress county, ‘lennessee, was first taken up; the 
amendment was agreed to. and the bill was 

The amendment to the bill for the relief of Daniel 
H. Warren was agreed to, and the bill was passed. 

The bill to extend the time [to 1847] for locating 
Virginia military land warrants, and returning sur- 
veys to the land office, came up. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE moved an amendment to ex- 
tend the time for five years—namely to ]852. 

Some conversation ensued by Messrs. DROM- 
GBOKE, C. JOHNSON, BARNARD, VANCE, 
GOGGIN, and McDOWELL. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill was 
passed. 

The following bills were severally ordered to lie 
engrossed, and then read the third time, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Ira Baldwin. 

A biil for the relief of Stanley White. 

A bill for the relief of Dunning & MeNair. 

A bill for the relief of ‘Thomas Bronaugh. 

A bill for the relief of Elhot Smith and Nathan 
Farnsworth. 

A bill for the relief of Georgetown, in the District 
of Columbia. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Curwen, surviving 
partner of Curwen and Willing. 

A bill for the relief of John Adams & 
ams jr. 

A bill for the relief of Harvey & Slage. 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Boston. 

A bill for the relief of Samuel Neely. 

A bill for the relief of Bennet M. Dell. 

A bill for the relief of Elisha Morrell, adminis- 
trator of Joseph leard, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Adino Goodenouch. 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of War to 
pay any balance that may be due to the Shawnee 
Indians who served in the Florida war. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph and Lindsay Ward. 

A bill for the relief of William Gove. 

A bill for the relief of Lot Davis. 

A bill for the relief of Isabella Baldric 
of Capt. John Baldridge, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Josenh M. Rhea. 

A bill for the relief of Walker, Kinkle, & Ca- 
ruthers. 

A bill for the relief of the Ie 
Alexander Mitchell. 

A bill for the relief of Edward A. Lambert. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin J. Roberts. 

[A bill for the relief of James 8. Campbell wa 
laid on the table, after being debated by Messrs. 

PETTIT, BRODHEAD, J. E. 


to act upon 


MASSE d. 


Ad- 


John 


lve, widow 


gal representatives of 


C. JOHNSON, 
CARY, and PARMENTER. 

Mr. J. E. CARY, in the remarks which he made, 
said he hoped the House would indulge him a few 
moments in explanation of this bill, as the petition- 
er was one of his and he (Mr. C.) 
was not in the habit of troubling the House, or con- 
suming its valuable time with any remarks, be- 
lieving as he did that there was a great deal more 
talk on that floor than was profitable to the coun- 


constituents, 
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try or instructive to the members themselves. This 


ease, he be heve d, if 
facts 


Crimmate 








V 
V 


whelm the trea 


1 
t 


where property of individuals 


| 


well bea 


I 


was a case, peculiar in most of its 
to itself, and 


made. 


( 


where the g 
their own use, and, 


ernment, 


quence OT its 


the House would attend to the 
ortjust readand which was fully 
upported by the proof before the 
found to be one 
id he trusted they would be enabled to dis 


and that class of cases 


tated li} the ret 
committee, would 


entitled to favorable conside- 


petween tt CAR 


which had been referred to as so numerous, and 


which gentleman seemed to apprehend would over- 
ury, should 
ished of allowing them. It 


the 


the precede nt be estab- 
very proper | 
referred to—cast 
had peeu 
enemy—and yet this claim 
owed, without violating at all the 
which should be 


might be 
o reject Clams of character 
destroyed 
might 


ry the public 


! . 
pret | 


Thi 


leading feature: 


le upon those re jected, 


should not be objected to merely be- | 
‘cause other claims, not at all like it, ought not to be 
ullowed. \ jus 

This was not, then, mere ly the case of prop- 
ty destroyed by the public 


tand wise discrimination should be 





eae 
i enemy, but a case 


vernment had, in effect, converted to 
1 } 
Willie SO using It, and in conse 


¢ 


: : ’ 
| being so used, it had been destroyed 
by the enemy. ‘The prince 


every year, 


ple uy} On While h this 
allowed « 


LOV= | 


ompensation for | 
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horses and other property destroyed im the publi 
service, would equa y justify and require the al- \| 
lowance of this claim. | 

This peutioner had peculiar strong claims upon | 
the justice of this government. It was so fortified | 


and strengthened by considerations, that 


he hoped they would not, as they ought not to be | 
very eager In seeking technical objections to it. 

The father of the petitioner, from whom he de- | 
rives his right to the compensation, now asked for, 
Was ont 


equitable 
| api 


noble-hearted, 
exposed 


of those 
triots residing on the 
York settlements 

property, their lives, and their sacred honor in the 
cause of the liberty and independence 
try: and, on his | 
holyday sport. 
the 


fer al 


self sacrificing pa- 


New 


frontier of the 


of the coun- 
ring or 
Lle resided on the very outskirts of 
of civilized life; exposed 
d deprivations incident to that situation; and 

erting his | 


cS 
ant Withdrawing, 
with his personal property, to a place of safety, as 


Ss part, it was no idle vay 


| 


circle toall the dan- 


instead of de post, 


he might have done, he nobly and bravely stood 
‘ i a barrier to the 


With 


country, 
t 
\ 


aided in formu 

Indians, British, and tories 
vaerity did he obey the call of his 
s property to its 
{shed his best blood in its defence. He 
whole of that ¢ 


his ground, and 
incursio! 
ready 
and devote | 

risk hislife a 
served during the 


hberty and 


service, as wellas to 
ventful strueele for 
Was 
sts with the foe, both savage 


independence, and engaged lil 
some of its fiercest conte 
cruel and treache- 
rous combination of both, the of the 
tion. Ofall those who blood for us in 
the valley of the Mohawk in that eventful strife, 
there was no one more brave, more de vote d, Or hore 


useful to the than Col. Samuel Camp- 


and civilized; and that still mare 


tori revolu- 


hed then 


country 
bell. 
Var} l sy 1 ’ 
What he suffered in the los 


3 of pro} erty thas de- 
voted. is stated by the ¢ | 


ste Tl 
ommittee, The value at 


that time is proven to have been $2,000. The cora- 
mittee have reported this bill for $1,500 only; but 
even this poor pittance—poor indeed, and small i 


it is, in comparison to the amount of the logs and 


the interest, or the value of the service rendered 
the petitioner | willing to receive in full satisfaction 
of all claims on account of uch los and ervice 
The honorable gentleman then referred to th 
fact, asstated in the report, that for all those ser- 


ViceS anid lOSSeS hie ither ¢ o1onel 


Campbell 


, hor any 
of his posterity, had received aiy 


compensation 





sion or otherwise 





Some « on the ground of 


echon had been Ml ad 
delay, ind on that hie hye reread to say a few word 
That objection would have 
if it could be shown that this gover 
een ready or willing to pay the claim; 
thoucht ita poor plea for t] em now to make, that 
although the claim 


! . } tf ; 
neglected and refused so lone t 


How aval 


was just m itself, as they had 
pay it, the y wou dl 
themselves of their own wrong, and ex- 


ding their f 
It was said that two negatives, in 


cuse their injustice now by ple immer in- 
erammati-« 
cal construction, amount to an affirmative; but he 
could not recognise the propriety of such a rule in 
ethics, by which two wrongs would be made equiv- 
alent to right. If this were so, he confessed it would 
be a very convenient rule for the exculpation of the 


government in its dealings with its own citizens; 


| 

who unhesitatingly staked then 
: | 

| 


and he hardly knew of any principle upon w 
could be excused. 


aa 
Phat argument was not one 








rm 


he gentleman from Massachusetss had said that 
this had tt 

former oceasion, and because it wa 
it was argued that 


before the comnuitte on 


Case been 


some 
snot then allowed, 
it should not be now allowed. 
founded In yustice, 
should it be allowed to prevail m this case 
indeed, are and have 
could only be obtained by ited aud earn 
knocking at Conere a; 
yet that this House would wake up from its slum- 
bering insensibility to the claims of justice and hoi 

or, not only in this, but in many other eases; and 
though it be late, even at the eleveuth hour, obe yv the 
calls of duty, and do right now instead of Jistent 

to the poor apology of former neglect to justify 
present He further stated some circum 


stances relative to the petitioner having been com- 


i nor 
Many, 


been the cases where 
rep 


the doors of and he hoped 


Vrong. 


pelled to pay a considerable amount to the govern- 
of the United States collect- 
why this 
presented and urged upon the attention of Conere 
Lie said the mount 
ly exceed the amount di 

had been 4 


worthless as so 


mentas surety for one 


1 l 
ors, as a reason claim had been avait 


: 
whole now asked would searce- 


from the overnment for 


ervice which ud in continental mone Vv, 


much waste paper: and while it 


appeared thie thus strict 
ing its bond 


repudiate its 


rovernment was 


acainst the petitioner, 
} own just debt. 
An act granting a pension to James Duffy. 
A bill for the relief of Susannah Seott. 
bill for the rehef of Elizabeth Fiteh. 
bill for the relief of Allen. 
bill for the rehef of Philip Schwartztrauber 
or the relief of Elijah Blodget. 
bill for the relief of Dantel Homan 
bill for the relief of Riehard Ellwtt. 
bill for the relief of William Rich 
An act (from the Senate) for the relief of J. Me- 
Farlane. 
A bill for the 


A bill for the relief of William Gump 
A bill for the 
An act (from 
Ritchie. 

An act (from the Senate) for 
Batchelder and other 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Orvis. 

\ bill for the relief of March Farrington. 

A bill for the relief of Henry N. Halsted. 

A bill for the relief of John H. MeIntosh. 

A bill for the relief of the president and director 
of the Dismal Swamp Canal Company. 

\ bill for the relief of Justin Jacobs. 

A bill placing the name of Benjamin Allen upon 
the pension roll. 

bill for the relief of Harrison Whitson. 

bill for the relief of Georve Wenilin 


Vance 7 


sani 


>> ror YP 


nal , > » 1 . er 
relief of Pank ot the ivie uUpo- 
: I 

| 


relief of John Fieklin. 


the Senate) for the relief of James 


the relief of Gudeon 


bill for the relief of Jacob L. of Ohte 


bill for the relief of Charles R. Allen, of Rich- 
moud, Virginia 
A bill for the rehefof John P. Converse 
\ bill supplemental to the act for tl relief of 


Jehu Holling sworth, of Blount eo iv. Alabama, 
approved 28th June, 1X32. 

A bill forthe relief of John Boyd. 

A joint resolution for the j 


relict of Sellers and. Pe 


for the rehef of Jose ph Ramsey. 


‘ > 


A 

A bill for the relief of George B. Russell. 

A bill to pay Capt. John B. Crozier’s company of 
mounted volunteers, ‘Tennessee militia. 

A bill for the relief of Peter Von Schmutt 

A resolution authorizing an alle to P 
D. W. Thornton in the settlement of his accou: 

A bill granting a pen: WV hiitten. 

A bill for the relief of Mark Sup on 
DI Joseph ¢ 


wane 


On to Creorere 


rarer , OL the 


- relief of 





bill granting a pension to John ff. Wi te 

» relief of Krancis Sumimeraner. 

A rehef of Joseph W 

An act to authorize the Secretary of the "Treasury 


to make 





for the 


arrangement cer ¢ my mise W 1 any 
the sureties on bonds given to the United States by 
Samuel Swertwout, late collector of the cu 
the port of New York, wa 
by Messrs. G. W. JONES, 
SAUNDERS, PAYNE, 
BELSER. 

Mr. CALDWELL moved to lay the bill on the 
able; and on that motion he called for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered. 
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The question was taken,and decided in the affirm- 











ative—yeas 96, nays 58, as follows: 
YEAS—Me A! t, Adams, Arrington, A Bake 
James Black, Blackwe Brinkerhoff, bro the 
Brow lilt br \ liam J. | | 
A 1, (-arroli iappeli, Ct 
mer, (ulior Vata, VD 1, (sarret i ) t 
Douglas Dromgoole, Dunlap. | ‘ Fick] t 
Foster, Fuller, Gridding Gog¢i Hlant al | j 
mett, Hays, Henley, Herr live Hou i i 
on, Joseph R. Ingersoll, 1 P. oe \ ‘ 
Johnson, (seorge VW lo . Fe fi gl | 
cas, Lumpkin, Met lelland {McC le A \ } 
Fdwurd J Morris Joseph Morris Freeman H Tse 
isaac Kk. Morse Mosely, Murphy, Newton, Norris, Owe 
Parmenter, Payne Peyton, bli i KR. Potter Presto 
David 8. Reid, Ritter, Roberts, R vell, Rogers, St. Joh: 
Senter, Severance, Thom H. Seymour, Simpson, Slidell 
Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smi Steenrod, Stetson, S iles 
Summers, Thompson, Tibt Tucker, ben 
White, Williams, Joseph ; cey, and Yo ) 
NAYS —Me 3. Anderson, Atkinson, Barnard, Belse 
Benton, Brengle Bur Campbell, ¢ arpenter Augustu 
A. Chapman, Clinch, Clinton, (Cobb, Cross, Darragh, Dean 
Dillingham, Dun Farlee, Fish, Hdward S. Hamlin, Haz 
per, Hopkit Hubbell, Hungerford, Washington Hus 
James B. Hunt, ¢ harle J. Ingersoll, Jenks, D P. K 
Leonard &Met Vets \ na I CK ry 
D. Potter, Ramse Haat! Reding, Rebinson, Russel 
Sample s ler David L. Seymou Simons Joh | 
Smith } i Stewart, Syke Phoma I Tyler Va ‘ 
Vinton, Weller, Wheaton, John White, Winthro, 1 Wil 





» Wright 


lon thet 


W. JONES 


So the bill wa i 

Mr. GEORGE 
the vote 

On this m Mr. MURPHY 

as and nays, which were refused. 

‘Be. HOPKINS appealed to the gentleman from 
Tennessee to until Monday, 


ible 


moved to reconsider 


otion called for the 


postpone tl Is subject 


when the question could be de finitively settled by 
the vote of a full House. That was all its friend 
wanted 

Mr. RATHBUN moved to postpone the subject 
unul Monday 

Mr. G. W. JONES called for the yeas and nays 


which were refused 


The question was taken, and decided in the affirm- 
ative—ayes 87, noes 40 

So the bill was po ty med until Monday 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of James ¢ 
Watson, deceased, came up; and was read by the 


Clerk. 
by the 
ar thie 


to the 


Its appropriates 1.604 for 
ld b 


vered up by 





Slaves cay 
y them to General 
the of the 
from whom they were 


sreek Indians, s 
deli 
Senunole 


SOh, otticer 

rovernment 

( apture dl 
Mr. COBB 


which was read by 


Mr. 


ealled for the reading of the 
the Clerk. 


GIDDINGS called 


repo 


for the reading of the con- 





tract between General Je sup ind the Creek war- 
riors, on which he said the report in favor of thi 
claim rested. 

The Clerk read an agreement of the 7th of Sep- 
tember, 1837, by which all Indian property taken 
from the Indians was to belong the c ptors. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the 


IR36. 
Clerk said there was no such agreement 


STEPHENS said t 


agreement made 
The ¢ 
Mr. 


in 


here Was such an agree- 


ment, and it could be proved by all the correspond- 
ence _ ut all property taken from the Indians, slaves 
as well as other prope rty, was to belong to the cap- 
tors 

A diseussion then ensued, in which Messrs. GID- 


DINGS, COBB, 
SER took part 
Mr. BELSE 


circ 


ADAMS, STEPHENS, and BEL- 
R observed that he knew someth 
of umst of the contract which 
originated this bill, bat would not pretend to give 
his personal information to the House as authentic 


the inces had 


The facts attending the matter were simply these 


In the year 1836, Genera! Jesup, who was at that 


time in command of the forces of the government 
intended to operate against the Seminoles then 
arms, by authority, entered into a contract with 
certain Warriors of the Creek tribe of Indiar t 
accompany him to Florida nd in that conti 
among ether agreements, there was one s ! t t 





those warriors should ha 


ve i the property whic! 
they might take from the hostile foe. The induce- 
ments to make this contract were , first, to estra 


the Creeks from the Seminoles, and to preve 





union between them; and also that the government 
might have troops acquainted with the Indian war- 
fare, and more likely to be effective against the 
Seminoles than white men could be. 


General 
the 


These Creek warri did 
Jesup into Flori i ind, in 
aien, captured from — hostile f 


vundred ne 


ors 


acce mpany 


the course of cani- 


pe 
croe 


‘Malian ng to their nation. ‘These 


upw ards of oue 


od ieenanina 


| 
| 
| 
il 
| 


CONGRESS 


SSIONAT | GL OBE. 


Wat- 


to him 


l,and sold 


} 
them 


to Honea’ 
i 


uted 


condemnet 


on. A bill of sale 


nevroes were 


for Was exe 


hy the agent of the government, upen the payment 
ol tt peu €1 y | Oradell \ | cd 

; £ t { ai 

Th f ( if rnm i! d v he 
» ce emigration, finding that the purchase of 
Watson we | probably interfere with th treaty 

h had been co ded with them, refused t 

render the negroes ereby deprivit W atsot 

of the benefit of | purchase i the bill new pro 

poses to refund him his money, with interest, from 

the time he paid it over, tog ther Wilh reasonapie 

compensation for his expense and trouble in en 
deavoring te procure | property. 

This contract was not only made with the appro- 
bation of the governmert, but has, time ii? time, 
been recognised by its Secretaries of _ and the 
only ol jection to itis, thatit, to some extent : valeen 


the question of slavery 

He held the loctrine that, whether the capture 
was duly made or not, could not affect the claim 
inder consideration. Ifsuch an issue is at all per- 
tinent, it must be had | Ve tl overnment and 
the captor, und he wa equaily a clear that the de- 
cription of the prope ty cap ied could not come 
up in tl tori ‘ e the House 

lie w omewhat astoiutshed at the eourse of 
certain t emen They did not seem to draw 
the distinction between slaves and freemen. Slaves 
in the States and Territories, in which the imsttu- 


tion of slavery is recognised, are chattels, so far as 


regards anecessary dominion over them. When 
life and good treatment are involved, they are like 
other men: but servitude had been fixed on them, 
nd so far as. the V re property, the title to them 
ca e transferred by the operations of law 

After various decisions of the S eme Court of 
the United State ettling this view of the relations 
between master and ive, he thougut that gentle- 
men qight to irrender their own opinions, and 


abide by the rea oni rotthemr highest courts 


Mr. HAMMETT called for the 


previous Ques- 











i 
tion 
4 4 i sr ! 
Mr. ADAMS moved to lay the bill on the tab 
' 
when 
On motion by Mr. HHAMMI 
mp 
he House then adjourned 
The folloy ‘ f petition presented to- 
day were ed ) e reporters bY The members 
presenti I i 
5 I i A peti isly 
v <« s Le vot Wise hl 
‘ eSs e ¢ struc ota i 
. th © 
i ( i { t ‘ 
st i rr the ¢ ee on Co 
meres 
By Mi CLERNANI ! ion of Hampton Weed 
ers \ county, Ill praying 
g 4 { i “t tow 
lan uo e aire Vv gra 
‘ pe Vt his of Lid 
t Lhe | ; ‘ ‘ of J k isl 
( i { is 1 « gI t 1 itt 
s i to puny erred to itter 
i 
: BL AC rh ‘ Sa 1] praving 
t i A ‘ i 
‘ ‘ 4 Vv 
‘ ( | 
By RAMSEY j | ( ( S Pay cf “ 
ily ta) t ‘ i polit ‘ t 
viy i y t os ‘ nav } re iced 
to \ 1 fiw S I ranking privilege abc 
} 
fe) i. P. STON Phe omorial of James Russell 
3 othe citize of the State of Ohio, praying 
( y vill said t sell h mea to c¢ 
ynial y Washington 
By Mr. st.JOHN: Th petition of Gieo Reber 133 
hy c f ‘ vy. Ol king ivision of 
Stat 0 ts ial cireu referred to the 
‘ tte i 





Ihe PR} SIDIEN ] le 1 beiore he Se il¢ 
( from the T Departnie ransmitted 
S rt re T ot he Sei e of ( Leth 
Decer owing t umes of the deposi- 
rie of pr erey f whether ndivid lus OF 
corpo s | ani mn de} t in tk 
lands of each, t close of each quarter during 
th year 1844, and the conditions on which the de- 
posite were made, and the reason for the selection 
f any new depository; which, en motion by Mi 
EVANS, was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
Oa 
so, laid before the Senate a communication 











ee 


from the War 
copies of the 
Mr. 


wen 


Department, transmitting 
Army Register for 1845. 
CHOATE pre a a memorial from cit 
of Webste: ss Ma achusetts, remons 
aeaulnst the annexation of tT xas to the United States 
ordered to lie on the table 

Also, petition from S. W 
and other citizens of the United States, praying 


printed 


trating 


presente d a 
I 


Northro; 
that 


in the event of the annexation of Texas ‘oO th 
United States, measures may be adopted for ob- 
taining from the British government a cession to the 


Ly ted States ot 


to lie on the 


Mr. DIX 


ions in Canada: ordered 


her posses 
»tauie. 


presented a remonstrance of citizens of 


Richfield, New York, and the proceedings of a 
meeting of citizens of Skanateles, New York, against 
the annexation of Texas to the United States: o: 


dered to lie on the 2 
Also eg sented a petition of 


New Y ae 


95 citizens of Madi- 


praying for the abolition of 
] 


on count 





lavery as the slave ake in the District of Colum 
— the slave trade between the several State 
for the repeal of so much of the act of February 12, 
1793, as relates to the recapture of fugitive slavi 


all | 
Unite d States 


jection of 
i Texan to the 
the table. 


Mr 


and the re the 


ordered to lie on 


FOPOSE ious for annexa 


tion of 


NILES pre ented a petiuion from citizens of 
Hartford, Connecticut, pray Ing for the annexation 
of Texas to the United States: ordered to lie on the 

\ 
able. 


Mr. FAIRFIELD presented a petition from Wil 
liam Miller, praying for a pension for services as a 
United States soldier in the last war: referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial fron 
an of e of Michigan, praying that th 


umber 1tizet 


he 


revenue laws may enforced against the captal 
and owners of steamboats on the lakes so as to com 
pel them to procure supplies in_ the United State 


tustead of British sul jects, in violation of the reve 


nue laws: referred to the Committee on Commerce 
. die eee presented a petition from cit 
Zeus ial Oxford, Chenango county, in the State of 


annexation of Canada 
ordered to lie on the table. 
DIX presented a memorial from the chambe: 
New York, praying for the estab 
branch of the mint of the United 


New York, praying for the 
to the United State 

Mr. 
of commerce of 


lishment of a 


States at that puace: eferred to the Committ mn 
Finat ce. 
Mir. PHELPS, from the Committee on Com 


merce, to which was referred the petition of the ad- 
ator of William Woodworth, praying an 
amendment of the } atent law Ss, re ported a bill to ex 

nd patent heretofore granted to William Wood- 
worth: which was ordered to 
reading. 

Mr. | cigs presented resolutions adopted 
by the Ie re North Carolina, requesting the 
senators and representatives from that State to us 
their exertions to procure the speedy 
just claims of the Cherokee Indians residing in 
that State; which were read, and ordered 

printed. 
Also presente d 


dians who have 


ministr 
te the 


read, and a second 


ols 


TAY\V 


itu 


settlement of 
ine 


to be 


therokee In- 


Nerth Carolina. 


a memorial from the ¢ 


become citizens of 


praying for the full value of their property ander 
the provisions of the Sth article of the constitution 
of the United States; which was referred to the 


Committee on Indian Affairs. 

On motion by ore B ATES, the Committee on 
Pensions were discharged from the further consider- 
ation of the petition of Obadiah Blanding for a pen- 
and it was referred to the Committee on Revyo- 
ary Claims. 

EVANS, from the Committee on Pensions, 
with an amendment, the bill grant: 
} to eph Morrison. 
“Mr. WOODBRID( rE, from 
P blic Lands, rey back, 
ind with a recommenda 


fro 1 the House oO} 


Sion, 
] Wwio} 
M 


re ed bac k, 
' 


uslon Jas 


the Committee on 
without amendment, 
n that it do pass, 
assent of Co 


“tod 
yorted 


thie wb 


ving the Tone re $8 to the 


mn of eerta 


e or other disposits in salt springs, here- 
tofore granted to the States Michigan and 
hols. 

Also reported back from the same comuiitee, 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the joint 
resolution coneerning the copper rock of Lake Su- 


perior, which was removed Washington city. 
Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval Af 
fairs, reported back (accompanied 
port, which was ordered 
providing for the « 
Mr 


by 


a written re- 
Senate bill 
stablishment of naval schools. 


HUGER presented a memorial from the 


to be printe d) 












South Carolina Railroad Company, praying to be 
allowed to import, free of duty, one mile of pipes 
and machinery necessary to be 


auspheric pressure on an iichned plane, where rope 





worke d up on ate 


aré how Usé€ d. 
Mr. HUGER made some 
petition, showing the propriety of 


giving countenance and support to the experiment 


reinarks on the above 


the vovernment 


proposed to be made in testing the utility of atmos- 
pheric railways. Ele argued in support of the pray- 
er of the petition, that the Importation, tree of duty, 
of this amount of railroad pipes, would be of ad- 
vantage to the iron interest, instead of an injury 
to it, for the reason that if the experiment proved 
successful, it would cause a greater demand for iron 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. JOHNSON gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a bill—title not heard. 

The resoluuon introduced by Mr. Barrow, on 
Tuesday last, authorizing the secretary of the Senate 
to contract with the proprietor of a chart of the 
soundings in the Gulf of Mexico, for 5,000 copie 
thereof, was taken up and referred to the ¢ ‘ommittee 
on Naval Aftiairs. 

Numerous bills from the House, principally of a 
private character, were read twice, and appropriate- 
ly referred. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred a resolution of the Senate 
upon the subject, reported in favor of printing extra 
copies of the report of the Committee on Foreign 
Relation on the subject of annexation. 

On motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the previous 
orders of the day were postponed,and the joint reso- 
lution amendatory of the resolution passed the 30th 
April, 18:4, respecting the application of certai 
appropriations heretofore made to ratify claims for 
property lost and destroyed in Florida, was taken 
up as in committee of the whole, and after afew ex 
planatory remarks by him, was reported to the Sen- 
ate, and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 

The joint resolution for the relief of Seth M 
Leavenworth was read the third time and passed. 


APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


On motion of Mr. EVA NS, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed for the purpose of taking 
up the three several appropriation bilis from the 
House; when 

The act making appropi lation 
revolutionary and other pensions of the 
States for the fiscal year 30th June, 
was considered as in committee of the whole; 
on motion by Mr. EVANS, 
struck from the bill, when the bill was reported to 
the Senate, read the third time and passed. 


for the payment of 
United 
1s46, 


and 


endin oe 


the word ‘fiscal’? wa 


The act making appropriation for the service of 
the Post Office Department for al year 
ing 30th June, 1846, was taken up as in committee 
of the whole; and, on motionby Mr. HUNTING- 
TON, so amended, as to provide that no greater 
sum than $1,000 per annum shall be paid 
mailagent of any description by the dep: 
The bill was then — re ported to the Senate, 
amendment of the committee being concurred in, 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Theact making appropriation fer the preserva- 
tion, repair, and construction of certain fortifications 
for the fiscal year endiag 30th June, 1846, was take: 

{ 


the fise end- 


to any 


t 


riment. 
} 
} 


and thie 


up as in committee of the whole on an amendment 
from the Committee on Finance, appropriating 
$40,000 for a sea-wall and break-water, in the har- 
bor of Boston, Massachusetts. The amendment 
being agreed to, the bill was reported to the Senate, 
read the third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. JARNAGIN, the joint reso- 
lution providing for the purchase and distribution 
of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States was “taken up for cy 
on the suggestion of Mr. MERRICK, was 
to lie on the table, 
information concerning It. 

On motion by Mr. TAPPAN, the previous orders 
of the day were postponed, and the joint resolution 
was taken up for consideration providing for distrib- 
uting the work on the exploring expedition, as fol- 
lows: 56 copies to be delivered 
State, to be distributed thus: 
the United States; 

France; two copies to the government of Great Brit- 
lan; and copy each to Russia, Sweden, Den- 
mark, Prussia, 


mnsideration; but, of 
ordered 


to enable hint to obtain certain 


one Ch 


one 
Austria, Ba the Netherland 

Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Sardinia, Tuscany, the 
Ecclesiastical the Two Sicilies, ‘Turkey, 
Mexico, New Grenada, Venezuela, Chili, Peru, the 


aria, 


Srates, 


to the Secretary of 
py to each of 

two copies to the government of 
} s 





| 
| 


| 


| 
‘ 
{ 
| 
| 
| 





ES 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 





anas; and 


Argentine Repub 


Brazil, and the Sandwich Isl- 
Boe ann ; 


¢ } ean eine 
to the navai Squadron in Brook- 


( 
lyn, Ne WV \ rK 


o turther providing for the 


aistribuuuon of one copy euch to Charies Wilkes, 
William L. Wudson, and Cadwallader Ringgold, 


coh mandants Of VEsSseis l} the Xploring expedition 


t 
two copies to be placed inthe Library of Congress, 


and the residue of the work to be preserved 


t i 





ture distribution 


On motion by Mr. FOSTER, the resolution was 


o amended as to give tw »coples to Russia instead 
of one, and to give one copy to the rovernment of 
Greece. . 

Mr ASHLEY nioved that one copy be given to 


the Republic of Texas; which he 


intentionally omitted. 
Mr. TAPPAN said a great nuinber of 


’ ’ y + . . _tn 
would be left for future distribution, and if Texa 


presumed was 


ul- 
eopies 
was admitte d as one or more states into the { nion, 


she will, a 
Wwne 


a matter of 
the of this Union receive 
solution. It was } 
Te Xas would become one of the States of 


he therefore hoped that the senator would 
t 


] 
course, receive copies in the 


manner as mtates 
them-— by thi probable that 
this 
Union; 
not pre his motion 

Mr. ASHLEY said it emed to be slighting 


that recublie to overlook her in the distribution. Ele 


would not, however, press the motion against the 


vishes of the senator from Ohio 
The 
and, as amended, was ordered to be e1 grossed for a 
third reading. 
Mr. BREESE sul 


resolution w then reported to the Senate, 


nitted the following resolution; 





which, under the rule, lies one day on the ta- 
bal i? 
ne, Viz 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War be dire ! 
mit t tl } nich he ) ; 
ise nh pa Si De ! 
\\ \ wdopti hie} ‘ ‘ iitie i reach 
a tel h i i ( f Lal 
i ' il } I é } ol cel 
fully ce lo 


-ATIES OF UNITED 


STATES. « 


THE 


The general orders having nounced, on 
motion of Mr. MOREHEAD, the previous orders 


were 


postponed, ar d the Senate joint resolution au- 


thorizing the Attorney General to ‘ontract for co- 


pies of a proposed edition of the laws and treaties of 
the United States, was taken up a 1 committee of 
the whole for consideration. 

It proposes the purehase of 1,000 copies of the 
work, at $2 50 per copy. 

Mh ALLI ‘ este 1 Nn } ndn t auth 


izing an addition to the 


federal onvention, and of the cor imuho OL the 

everal States. It would be ery desirabl ~s ROT 
Ss } 

necessary, to have these docume comprised in 


t | treaties, for the 


the same work with the laws and 


convenience of reference. 

Mr. MOREHEAD explained 
necessary; and that the expense 
dition to the work would yn 
obtaining it at any price Congress 
allow. It would so embarrass the publication that 
the object of the joint re 
defeated. 

Mr. CHOATE concurred with the enator from 
Kentucky. 

Mr. ALLEN, 
drew the 


mn 


that this was un- 
of making any ad- 
eclude the possibility of 


would consent to 


solution would would be 


under these circumstances, with- 


amendment. 


1 1 


wa tien reported Hack tea 


| 


he } innit re 
amendment, and ordered to be 


Orton 


the Senate, without 


engrossed and read a third time. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
The re 
first bill in 


ascertainment 


rularealendar was then taken up, and the 
the Senate bill to provide for 
American e:tizens fer 
prior to the 3ist day of July, TsO]. 


Mr. CHOATE. explai 


order wa 
of claims of 
SPoiatlo 


ied it considerabie if 





the origin and nature of the ! ind stated the 
erounds upon which the bill had been reported fron: 
the Committee on Fore ) Relations In cone] 
ion, he submitted a substitute for the original bi 
Wi he moved as an amendment. 

( val bill provides that, for the purpose of 
determin 1 Validity | ! it of the unsatis- 
fied clain to indemnity of nary Citize of thie 
| ed States upo he French covernment, arising 
out of ijlewal eaptures, detentions, foreivl eizure 
illegal condemnations, and e nfiseations, committed 


between 
‘lude d 


prior to the ratification of the convention 


the United States and the French repuolic, con 





on the 13th September, 1800, the ratifications of 








n{ 


which were exchanged on the 3lst of July follow- 
ing, three commissioners shal] be 1 


it lyice nd ci 


appointed, by and 
with the 





nsent of the tse te. to 





Washmeton on som yto be fixed wit nil 
ae wea +} f ‘ 
Mad, WIthill) thi Wace O » ¥cai ( ive eaxdlii- 
Y eee ; 
ine, and decide upon all such claim jilted ) 


them. ‘The other provisions and the provisos of 





bill are then in detail; the report of the eon 


riven 


missioners to be of record in the department as a 


ruide to Congress in adjusting the claims. 


The substitute offered by Mr. Cuoare provid 





direct : 
which made by a ratable dis 
tribution among the claimants adjudged to be enti 
tled by the board of commissioners. 


propriation of five millions, as a fund out of 
satisfaction Is to be 





j It enters m 
nutely into details for the guidance and [imitation of 
the commission In the investigation of the claims 
The amendment was read through and 
The bill, as amended, was _ re ported back to the 
Senate, and the amendment was concurred in 
HANNE 


alled forthe yeas and nays, which were or 


rdopted 


On the question of engrossment, Mi 


GAN 





dered 

he vote was then taken, and resulted, yeas 2t 
nays 15, as follow 

yEAS—Messt Ashi Bates, | Bd 
{ 1, (hoa | { to: t I i 
t i hiunt Joluns ‘ il ve 
Phelps Porter, Sevier, Simmons. Sturgeon, Upham 
Woodbridge, and Woodbury th 

NAYS— Messrs Allen Atchiso erton, Bent 
Breese, Colquitt, Dis, Dickinson, Hannegan, Huger, Lewis 
MeDuttie, Mangum, Tappan, and Walke 1d 

So the bill Was Or kk red to be engrossed and read 


a third time. 


MOTIONS TO) Pt PONE CHE PREVIOt 
ORDRES. 
Mr. MERRICK moved to postpone the p 


orders, for the purpose of taking up_ the biil for th 


relief of Fuller and Saltmarsh, reported fr t} 
Committee on the Post Office and P t Road 

The motion did not pre vail 

Mr. DICKINSON moved to po ne the pr 
vious orders, and take up the unfinished d¢ seussion 
on the bill granting appeals in cases of bankruptey 


Vr. BERRIEN hoy ed the spenate wou d prot ef 
With the gvenerai orders 
Mr. DICKINSON would he sati 
ate would proceed with the weneral orders, to wa 


till the bill he calle d for should ¢ ymme up} 


1 1 1tS tt 
He withdrew his motion. 

Mr. HENDERSON imoved to pestpone th 
Vious orders ‘ with a view of taking up the Sena 


relation to the Dubuque claim, on which 


there was a pending debate when it w last laid 
aside. 


rey } ] 
‘he motion did not prevail. 


Mr. CHOATIE moved to postpone the previou 
orders, with a view of taking up the House 
providing for the purchase of certain copi the 
History of Orewon and California. 

‘The motion did not prevail. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 
The calendar was then taken up, and the first b 


mn order was the liouse font ve olution to chan 
| 


no “Daniel Webster” to “Ade 
OM 5 


' et 
the ame ot thet 


and the name of the 
that of “Tsabella.” 
Mr. HUNTINGTON moved the indefinite pe 


poneine nt of the joint resolution. 


) 
i 
| 


schoone r 


It was accordingly indefinite ly postponed. 
The next bill was one re ported by Mr. Mirrs 
from the District of Col 

to provide a free bridge across the Mastern Bua 
of the Potomac, in the city of W asiiiiivton 


the Committee on 


It was considered as in committee of th 
ranorted bach shout amend : | } 
re por ek yack Wilhou amendment, na ordel 
he engrossed, and read a third time—yeas 28. ray 
- elias 

YEAS f but vy, I | 
| { ‘ jit t { ‘ 
t ! i Ilu | 

) " ‘ i 

) im, Wal Whit \ 
bury —@2s 

AYs Vie I ihe As] A A j 

by, I (| bi i 
Hay Voo Vie Dutine Nu it 1 ; 
pan LZ 

The next thing in order was the $ ite point re 
olution to reculate the. ikki of contract for th 


over ral road ' 


House had massed 


transportation of the mans 


Mr. MERRICK said the 


joint resolution on t! ame subject; and he would 
pre fer laying the Senate resolution on the table. and 


I roceeding with that of the House 
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On Mr. M.’s motion, the Senate joint resolution 
was laid on thet 


Mr. M. then moved to take up that of the Hlouse 


able. 


Mr. sEVIER hoped the Senate would proces d 
with the general orders. 

Mr. ME RRICK, as there was objection made, 
withdrew his motion to take up the House joint 
resolution. : 

The next bill in order was that reported Mr. 
Heuntincron, from the Committee on Com- 


merchan- 
a. *3 
nina 


merce, allowing drawback 
dise, exported in the original packages to ¢ 
hua and Santa Fee, in Mexico. 

The bill wastaken up for consideration, as in 
committee of the whole; and, on motion by Mr. 
BREESE, amended so as to authorize the Secretary 
of the Treasury to direct the inspectors to do duty in 
any part of the Missouri he may deem ne- 
ce ssary. 

The bill and the 
amendment being concurred in, it was ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time. 

The next bill in order was the Senate bill intro- 
duced by Mr. Benron, and re ported by Mr. Crir- 
TENDEN, the C tter Mil itary Affairs, 
providing for the organization of a company ot 
sappers, 

It was taken up as in committee 
ideration, reported 
and ordered to be « 

On motion of Mr. 


upol fore ivn 





State of 


was then reported to the Senate: 


from ommi on 
miners, and pontoniers. 
of the for 
back without cobs ttc 
ngrossed and read a third time. 


TAPPAN, the Senate bill pro- 


hole 


viding for quieting the titles to certain lots in the 
towns of Perrysburg and eer in the 


State of Ohio, was taken up, the « 
concurring in the amendment 


being on 


Hlouse 


estion 
mia le by the 


of Representatives, which amendment authorizes 
those persons whose title lapsed, and reverted 
to the United States, to make good their obligations 


and redeem their titles. 
Mr. PHELPS oppost d the amendment. 
Mr. WOODBRIDGE explained 


that it could oe- 


casion no loss to the gencral government, nor to the 
State of Ohio, while the denial of this power of re- 
demption might be injurious to on any individuals. 
If the United States were to Insist upon its rever- 


sionary interest, and sell the lots, it would be bound, 
under the terms of grant, to pay over whatever 
they would sell for to the State of Ohio. It was the 


same thing, then, claimants make 


* the 


to let the original 


good their payments to the State, and no one would 
be argrieved. 
T he amendment was concurred in 


Mr. PHELP S gave notice that 
row ask leave to introduce a bill. 

Mr. COLQUITT gave that he would 
morrow ask leave to introduce a _ bill for the 
sion of duty on railroad iron in certain cases. 

The Senate joint resolution authorizing 
torney General to contract for copes ofa proposed 
edition of the laws and treaties of the United States, 
was then read a third time and passed. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


he would to-mor- 


notice to- 
renils- 


the At- 
} 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monnay, February 10, 1745. 
The journal having been read, 
PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. DANA, on leave, i a bill to reduce 
and graduate the price of the public lands in favor of 
actual settlers and cultivators, and to appropriate 
the proceeds thereof: read twice, referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the of the Union, and 
ordered to be printed. 

YEAS AND NAYS. 

Mr. DUNCAN submitted a resolution directing 
the Committee on Public Buildings to confer with 
Professor Morse, anid from him if he 
invent or adopt a more expeditious mode of taking 
the yeas and n \ys than that in hy sent use, and if 

o. also the probable cost there Agre ed to. 


SMITHSONIAN INSTITU 
Mr. OWEN remarked that 


ant bill ing a 


troduced 


State 


ascertain can 


TION. 
was an import- 
Instituti@n, and 


there 


organiz Smithsonian 


which had been pa ssed in the Senate, now lying in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
which he understood it was the intention of the 
chairman of the Library Committee to call up in a 
few days: and to which, at the proper time, 1t was 


his (Mr. Q.’s) intention to offer an amendment, or 
rather a substitute. He asked leave to introduce 
that substitute, that it might be referred to the same 
committee; subject was new to many 
members, that it might be printed for the informa- 
tion of the House, 


and, as the 














eave being granted, the substitute was received, 
referred, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HARDIN asked leave 
fixing a time fur taking the vote on the post 
: ut objections being made, it was 1 

. HARDIN moved nend 
Pe motion was ided to be out of 

Mr. CARY, on leave 


“of Josias Scott: re 


resolution 


othe 


to offer a 
€ 


~ eived. 


but 


not rec 
rules; 
order. 

for the re- 
and referred to the 
ie state of the Union, 


to sus the 
dec 
i. introduced a bi | 
id twice 
Committee e Whole ont 


in) j ordere d to be 


of t 
printed. 
rERRITORIAL 
AKER 


the consideration of 


BUSINESS. 
The SPE announced ths 


et apart for 
and 


On motion of 


it this was the d ly 
territorial busines 


Mr. LEVY, 
Whole was discharged from the 


the Committee of the 


aes considera- 


tion of all the territorial business; and the same was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

On motion Ir. LEVY, the rules were sus- 
pended, and the Hlouse resolved itself into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. J. W. Davis, of Indiana, in the chair,) and 


0 . 
following bilis: 


t | the 
tO enabie ii¢ 


acted on the 


The bill people of lowa to form a 


constitution and State government, with a view to 
the admittance of said State into the Union on an 
egal footing with the other States was read, and 
then laid aside informally. 

On motion of Mr. DODGE, the following 
bills were severally taken up and considered, and 


I 
| louse. 
LICHT-!HTOUSE. 
A till making appropriations for the 
lizht-house Southport, 


W iseonsin 


aid aside to be reported to the 


erection of a 


at the town of Territory of 


HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 
A bill providing f for the continuation of the har- 
bor improvements already conmenced at the town 


of Southport, Territor y of Wisconsin. 
ROADS. 
‘tion and improvement of 
ory of Wisconsin. 
POINT TOWN 
the President the United 
patents to be issued for certain lots 


Mineral Point, Territory of Wiscon- 


A bill for the constru 
certain roads inthe Territ 


MINERAL 


} 
authorizing 


LOTS. 
A bill 


States to 


of 
cause 
the town of 
Sn. 

On motion of Mr. LEVY, the following bills were 
severally taken up, and considered, and laid aside to 
reported to the House. 

A bill providing for the payment of certain mili- 
tia forces called into service in the Territory of Flor- 
ida. 

A bill to compe nsate receiyv- 
ers of land offices in Florida for special sery ices, and 
to prescribe the to be reecived by all s 
cers In other cases. 

Mr. LEVY explained the purport of the bill, at 
the Mr. & JouHNSON, who also 
quently made some observations thereon, and moved 


be 
certain registers and 


fees uch offi- 


request ol subse- 


to strike out the first section of the bill. 
The debate was further continued by Mr. T. 
SMITH and Mr. WENTWORTH. 


Mr. LEVY submitted an amendment to meet 
the views of gentlemen: which was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on the question as 
amended—the motion being to strike out; which was 


agreed to. 
Mr. C. 


le, to he rc 


JOLINSON then moved that the bill be 
laid asi ported to the Hou eC. with the 
recommendation that it be rejected; which was agreed 
to. 
Mr. A. ©. DODGE 
propriations for cert 


lowa; 


bil! 


In 


making 
the ‘lerri- 


called up the ap- 


un improveme nts 





tory of which, after some explanauions, Was 
laid aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE next called up the bill No 
58x, being a bill supplemental to an act entitled An 
et for laying off the towns of Fort Madison and 
Barlu eto , inthe county of DesMoines and towns 
of BDelluview, Dr buque . al | re ru, mn thre county of 
Dubuque, Wisco n. and for other puryy es, ap- 
oroved 2d July, 1836, and the amend tory act there- 
to 

No amendment ben ¢ propose be the bill was laid 
aside to be reported. 


IMPROVEMENTS 
The bill making 


IN FLORIDA. 
appropriations of $25,000 for 
ertain improvements in Florida waa taken up. 

Mr. LEVY moved amendment to add a sec 
tion providing for the reappropriation of all sums 


an 





| 
i] 
| 


| 


| 
a 


| 


heretofore appropriated for improvements in Flori- 
da, the application of which was suspended by In- 


dian hostilities, for the purposes for which the 
original appropriations were made. 

Mr. L. explained the amendment; and a_ brief 
conversation ensued, in which Messrs. WEN'?T. 


WORTH, CARROLL, VINTON, and LEVY 
participated. 
Mr. LEVY, in order to prevent consumption of 


time, withdrew the einen 

He otfered another amendment to divert 
of the appropriat 
specified; but, on prospect of debate, 
amendment. 

The bill was laid aside to be reported. 


a portion 
ion for another purpose than that 


withdrew the 


PAYMENT OF IOWA MILITIA. 


On motion of Mr. A. C. DODGE, the bill to pro- 
vide for the payment of lowa militia called into ser- 
vice in December, 1839, was taken up. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON brietly objected to the 
bill. 

Mr. JAMESON stated his views on the bill, t 
which he forbore to press his former objections, 
though (he was understood to say) he considered 
that the governor of the Territory had transcended 
the proper imits of his authority in calling out the 
militia, thee ompensation for whose services the bil! 
proposed to make ° 

Mr. BRENGLE opposed the bill, on the general! 
principle that the military force could not be brought 
into ré quisition except as auxiliary to the execution 
of the civil authority , and in comp jianee with the 
law of the land, neither of which justifying cirecum- 
stances existed in this case. 

Mr. M: ( ‘LELLAND brie fly opposed the bill, 
and ‘luded 


al- 


con his remarks by offering an amend- 
ment as a substitute for that of Mr. Ratrnuevn, 
directing the Secretary of War to ascertain the 
amount expended by the late Territory of Missourt 


in sustaining the jurisdiction of said Te rritory in the 
controversy with the State of Ohio, and to pay the 
same to the now State of Missouri, provided thy 
same do not exceed $30,000, which sum it propo 
here by to appropri ite. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was rejected. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
was taken, and it was rejected. 

The question then being on laying aside the bil! 
to be re ported to the House, 

Mr. JAMESON replied to Mr. G. Davis, 
exception to the grounds on which Mr. 
vocated the bill, and vindicating the 
position of the State of 
controverry with Lowa. 

Mr. G. DAVIES spoke tn favor of the bill. 

Mr. DEAN made a brief 


1 
eu 


taking 

). had ad- 
right of the 
Missouri in her boundary 


statement of facts, on 
which the claim rests, and advocated the bill. 
Mr. VINTON addressed the committee in 


; Oppo- 
sition to it. 
Mr. A. C. DODGE addressed the committee ear- 
nestly in reply to Mr. V., and in favor of the bill. 
The de als was contmued by Mr. A. C. 
DODGE, Mr. GARRETT DAVES, and Mr. VIN- 


TON. 


Mr. DODGE replied in a few words, clancing at 
the reasons of yuseece and expediency, which in his 
opinion de manded favorable action on this bill, eon- 
cerning which he referred to the fact that, after full 
debate In committee, and in the House, it had three 
times passed this House on a vote by yeas and nays, 
and been lost in the Senate for want of a committee 
specially to take charge of 


or some one territorial 
interests. 

The bill was about being laid aside to be reported, 
when 


Mr. RATHBUN 


offered 


an amendment prov! 
ding forthe payment of the militi of Missourt 
called out for similar service in defence of her con 


stitutional limits. 


Mr. R. briefly stated, that the ap propeiat iti aa= 


posed in his amendment was as just as the bill itself; 
and equally just, he concluded, would be the pay- 
ment of the militia of Ohio, Michigan, &e., who had 


performed similar service, and for which their States 


had no idea of calling on the general government 
for payment. 

Mr. WELLER objected to the amendment a 
designed to defeat the bill, and advocated the pa 


sage of the bill in its original form. 
Mr. RATHBUN rejoined, and opposed the bill. 
Mr. WELLER appealed to gentlemen to 
forego the debate on the question of boundary till 
itcame up in a regular manner. There was a bil! 





before the House for the admission of Iowa into the 
linion, which would s shortly come up, and then the 
whole del = e would have to be gone over again. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE replied to the remarks of Mr. 
Jameson, 7 fending the claim of lowa to the bound- 
ary line asked for by her 

On motion by Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, 
was laid aside to be reported to the House. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN moved that the committee 
taxe up the bill providing for the admission of 
bee ida and Lowa into the Union on a» equal footing 

ith the other States. 


the bill 


Che question being put, it was faund that no 
quorum voted. 
Tellers were called for: when 


C. JOHNSON and GRINNELL were 
ppointed tellers, and they reperted’ 82 in the af- 


firiiative, 


Nlessrs. 
and 5 in the negative; no quorun. toting, 
\s it was said to be evident that there was a quo- 
rum present, the vote was again taken by the same 
tellers, Who reported 83 in the and 
i the negativer 
So the bill was a nup, and read by the Clerk at 
bh. The firs was read, and passed 


atlirmative, 


imiiet ection 
Wilioul éintndtvent 

I'o the second section an atiendment was offered 
by Mr. RELEE, defining the boundaries ef lowa 
and Missouri. 

Mr. A. V. BROWN said the Committee on Ter- 
‘itortes had aveided this perplexing question, and 
he trusted this committee would not now enter upon 
4. Of the controversy between Missourt and lowa, 
they had heard much this morning; and he vee 
hended it might embarrass the of this bill 
if any other course were pursued ‘than that laid 
down by the Committee on ‘Territories, in a provis- 
wn of this bill, which left the question of boundary 
to be settled hereafter, in a mode pointed out. The 
northern boundary of Missouri had to be settled; 

nd when it was defined, the Committee on Terri- 
tories propos sed thatit should be the southern bound- 
avy of lowa. He hoped, therefore, that this per- 
plexing question would be disposed of as the Com- 
mittee on Territories designed it to be, and that it 
would not be brovweht into their disecussiois on this 


aS Sage 


orcasion. 

Mr. RELFE spoke in support of his amendment. 

Mr. BRENGLE said Missouri was now a State 
of this Union, and her northern boundary had to be 
defined and settled by the Supreme Court of the 
United States. in this respect, then, she was above 
and beyond the action ef Congress. He theretore, 
at some length, opposed the amendment. 

Mr. DUNCAN moved the following amendment 
amendment: 
Secohd sec 


to the 
rike ont the tion after the word ‘‘that,” in 
st line, and insert: 
this admissienot the State of lowa 
condition that the said State shall consist of, and have juris 
over, the included within the following 
boundaries—to wit: beginning in the middle of the St. Pe- 
ters river, at the junction of the Watonwaer or Blue marth 
river: with the said river St. [eter running thence due east 
to the boundary line of the ‘Territory of Wisconsin, in the 
middle of the Mississippi river; thence down the middle of 
the last named river with the boundary line of the Territory 
of Wisconsin and State of Illinois to the northeast cor 
the State of Missouri, in said river Mississippi; thence west- 
ly with the boundary line ot said State 
point due from the place of beginning: thence due 
north to the place ef beginning in said St. Peter’s river. 
Ste.3. Beit further enacted, That the said State of 
chall have concurrent jurisdiction on the river 
and everv other river bordering on the said State of Lowa, 





is upon the express 


territary 


ner ot 


of Missouri toa 


south 


Iowa 


MY : 
VIiSSISSIP} 
sa58 Ph 


so faras the said rivers shall form acommon boundary to 
an lany other State or States now or hereafter to 
and bounded by the same; such rivers to be com- 





d the nay- 
hall be 


inhah- 





{that the 
waters leading 
forever tree 


to both, a: said river Mississip} 


igable rivers and into the s 
highways, and 
itants of said State aste all other citizens of the United 
States, without any tax, duty, impost, or toll therefor im 
posed by the said State of lowa. 

Pye 4. He it 


" 
common as wellto the 


That it is hereby made and 

of the admission of 
Union, that so much of this act 
lowa shall be assented to by a 
elected by the people of said 
assent herein required; 





further enacted 
declared to be a fundamental condition 
said State of lowa into the 

as relates to the said State of 


convention of delegates, to be 








tate, for the purpose of giving the 
and as soon assuch assent shall be given, the President of 
the ited States shall announce the same by proclamation; 
and therefrom, and without further procee tings on the part 
f rj th tml 1 of the said State of lowa into 
thre ion, onan eqnal i, in all respects whatever 
vith the 4 I State ati be considered is complete 





Mr. D. exhibited for the i vii meme- 
bers a map of Nic olet, which he held t 
and he said his object in offering this 
to bring lowa within the boundaries ds 
by Nicolet, ¢ mprising an 
t 39,400 mile 1 jareer 
Stat 


: hana; 
ania nt 
nated 
terriiory of 
of land than 
This would 


would be 


amount ol 
amount 
of Ohno. 
other States, as 


avou 
was comprised in ie 
eave territory for two 
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seen by reference to this map. 
tion of territory north of the State of Iowa, if it 
became a State, large enough, by running as high 
up as the northern line of Lowa, and across to Mis- 
sourl, for a State; and it also left the nucleus of a 
ae (which was now settled) north of the boundary 
laid down by Nicolet, and embracing a large and 
oe territory. i 

After some 
DODGE, 

Mr. A. V. 
on Tc rritories 
tion. There 
mitted to the 
examined by them; the question 
tigated by them with much care; 
to which they had was to adhere to this 
boundary asked for by the people of lowa, who 
Were there, who had settled the country, and whose 
listened to in the The 
upon 
than 
217€E as 


It left a large por- 


observations from Mr. AUG. C 
BROWN, chairman of the C 

had but a word tos 
had been 


mmittee 
ay on this ques- 
propositions 
had 
of boundary inves- 


' 
and tit 


various sub- 


comimittes; various maps been 
conehusion 


come 


voice shouid be matter. 
acreed 


xmaller 


a as bounded by the bill, and as 
by the Committee on Territories, was 
Missouri or Virginia, and about the 


Sanie 


Michigan; and on the score of territory there could 
be no just cause of complaint. The committee be- 
heved that the boundaries, as designated on the 


map, and asked for by the people of the Territory, 
were the bs 

Mr. DUNCAN insisted that, 
what the itleman said about the 
of the with Missouri and Virs under- 
took to say that in the State, as bounded by the ball, 

sdouble and treble the land. The 
talked about the boundaries of nature. 
The he (Mr. D.) proposed were 
the boundaries of nature. His object in proposing 
them was not political, but to leave the boundary in 
the best manner, so that other States ceuld be 
formed as he had before spoken of. He held in his 
hand a statement of the topographical engineer, 
showing that the boundaries he proposed contained 
an area as large as Ohio or New York, and larger, 
in point of fertility of soil, than any two States in 
the United States. 

Mr. VINTON expres 
at his colleague's 
and was 

W he n he Vit Ide d, 

On motion of 

and 


st ones. 


notwithstanding 
comparative size 
State cinia, he 
there wa valuable 
centieman 
boundarte s which 


sed the gratification he felt 
offered this amendment, 
his views generally, 


having 
proceeding to give 
and, 
RATHBUN, 
reported their action on the above 
bills to the House. 
Mr. A. V. BROWN moved that the 


ported be put upon their passage. 
SURETIES OF SAMUEL SWARTWOUT. 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES called up the priv- 
ilered motion which he had made to reconsider the 
vote by which the bill authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to enter into an arrangement or com- 
promise with the sureties of Samuel Swartwout, was 
laid on the table, and he withdrew the motion to re- 
conside rT. 

Mr. MURPHY immediately renewed It. 

Mr. SAUNDERS raised the point of order that 
the House having acted on the motion by vote of 
postponement, it was not competent for the gentle- 
man to withdraw it. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 

On motion of Mr. MURPHY, the consideration 
of his motion was postponed until Friday next. 


the committee 
sane several 


bills just re- 


AMOS KENDALL. 


Mr. FRENCH, on leave, presented the memorial 
of Amos Kendall, settine forth the losses he incur- 
red in con e of the suit him by Stock- 
ton and Stokes for the. performance of his duty to 
the government in the office of Postmaster General. 
The memorialist prays that Congre will take his 
case into immediate consideration, and provide by law 
for the payment of all his expenses incurred in his 


equent against 
i 


defence, together with reasonable counsel fees; and 
also by a commission onthe sums disbursed under 


ct of Congre him special duties 
and ruinous, 
vay as to them may seein meet and 

ford him some indemumity for the loss of time 
edon him wtt 
, for his fidelity to 


the vwovernmeint: re- 


the a 


s impos 
which have proves od to be 


mw on 
so responsible 
or in such other 


proper, at 





hout 





ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary 


itor i ‘ i fiat 
Con ae . the Whole: when 
Mr. MESON moved for 


t] 
Ist arti i of the constitution of Missourl; 


1@ printing OF the 


269 


motion was decided to be out 


tions being made, the 
of order. — 

The following is thé article which J. wished to 
have printed: and it is inserted here at his request 
and that of Mr. Bow tin: 


‘Anticie | 

“We do declare. establish, ratify and confirm, the follow 
ing as the permanent bonndaries of said State, that is to say 
Beginning in the middle of the Mississippi river, on the par 
allel of thirty-six degrees of north latitude; thence west 
along the said parallel of latitude, to the St. Francois river; 
thence up, and following the course of that river, in the 
middle of the main channel thereof, to the parallel of lati 
tude of thirty-six degrees and thirty minutes; thence west, 


along the same, toa puint where the said parallel is inter 
sected by a meridian line passing through the middle 
of the mouth of the Kansas river, where the same 
empties into the Missouri river, thence, from the point 


e%thel said meridian line, to the 
mtersection of the parallel of latitude which passes through 
the repids of the river Des Moines, making the said line cor 
respond wilh the Indian boundary line; thence east, from 
the point of intersection last aforesaid, along the said paral 
lel of latitude, to the middle of the channel of the main fork 
of the said river Des Moines; thence down along the middle 
ofthe main channel of the safd river Des Moines to the 
mouth of the where it emptits into the Mississipps 
river; thence due eust to the middle of "he main channel of 
the Mississippi river; thence down, and following the course 
pi river, inthe middle of the main channel 
thereol, to the place of beginning.’ "| 


aforesaid i) th alor 


Same 


} a4 
Ob Le LISSISSIP 





On motion, the House then adjourned. 

The following notices of petitions, 
day, were handed to the reporters 
presenting them: 

By Mr. McDOWELL: 


Clermont county 


presented to- 
by the members 


The petitions of sundry persons in 
Oliofpraying fora two-horse mail route 
from Cincinnati to Bethel, and Felicity, in said county: re 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads 

By Mr. FARLEE: The petition of John F. Lay, and 77 
other citizens of Bedford county, Pennsylvania, for the re 
duction of the rates of postage. — : 


By Mr. TYLER: The petition of B. Chamberlain, and 
others, of the county of Cuttaraugus, and State of New 
York, praying for the abolition of slavery and the slave 


trade in the District of Columbia, and the Territory of Flori 
da, and for the repeal of certain laws in the Territory ot 
Florida in relation to slavery. 

By Mr. CALDWELL: The petition of John Turner, of 
Wayne county, Kentucky, asking fora pension: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. TIBBATTS: The memorial of W. Hamilton Wat 
kins, and 90 other citizens of New Orleans, praying x that 
Co smay pass House bill No. 71, entitled “A mT to 

‘t entitled ‘an act to provide for the better se 
curity of the lives of passengers on board of vessels pro 
pelled in whole or in part by steam,” approved July 9, 1838: 
referred to the Committee Whole on the state of the 
Union 

Mr. BAKER presented the petition of Lewis Strong, and 
44 other citizens of Northampton, Massachusetts, praying 
for a reduction of postage. 





al ian ac 


ot the 


By Mr. MeCAUSLEN: Petitions from Columbiana county 
Ohio, praying for a reduction of the price of the public 
lands: referred to _ Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. RAMSEY: The petition of Henry Walters, E. P 


Hughes, and 30 othe rs, citizens of Daup hin county, 
Vallia, 


Pennsyl- 
isking the reduction of postage to a fixed rate of two 
cents, and fur the abolition of the franking privilege. 

By Mr.GRINNELL: The petition of Caleb Beicher, and 
others, asking a pension tor Phebe Green, the widow of a 
revolutionary soldicr. The petition of Elisha Doane, and 
others, seamen, asking that they may be paid for services 
on board vessels of the United States navy. 

By Mr. BALYY: The petition of*Ransom White, pray- 
ing forac ompe nsation for a pilot boat, which was pressed 
into the public service during the revolutionary war: refer- 
red ta the Committee of Claims. 

By Mr. RATHBUN: The petition of William S. Allen and 
others, of Cayugacounty, New York, for the reduction of 
postage to two cents on half-ounce letters, and to abolish 
the franking privilege: referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. Also the petition of Henry Ivi- 
son, jr., and others, of Auburn, New York, for the same 
purpose 

By Mr. HAYS: The petition ofcitizens of Venango and 
Butler counties, Penusylvania. for the construction ofa Mac- 
road at some point on the Cumberland road, at or 
neur the western base of Laurel hill —_ Pittsburg, and 
by the arsenal at Pittsburg, and the arsenal at Meadsville, 
to the harbor at Erie: referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

By Mr. HOLMES: The petition of James Marsh and Son, 
praying Congress to purchase their floating dry dock in the 
city of Charlestown, South Carolina, for the use of the 
Lnited States at their harbor. 

By Mr. WETHERED: The’ memorial of Birckhead 
Pearce, of Baltimore, asking for a remission of duties 
paid on guano, and that the article may be hereafter admit- 
ted free of duty. 

By Mr. WENTWORTH: The petition of P. B. Cahoon, 
i sundry others, for aharbor at Little Fort, Lake co., Il- 
j Fort, and sundry citizens of 


adamised 


an 


Linois Aiso one trom Star 


Chicago, for the same object. Also from James Young 
(orev, and others. for the same object Also one from 
Henry Neal. and others. for the same object. Also one 
from D. O. Dickinson, and udry others, for the same ob- 
ect Also one fr Kufus Vitlany, and others, for the 
e object: allof which were referred to the Committee 

‘ at t 
I I VHEATO. The petition of 235 citizens of 
Onondaga + yunty, New York asking that Little Sodus 


Bay, New York 
a the plan of Captain 


Commerce 


may be made accessible as a harbor, near 
Maurice’s: referred to the Com- 





mittee Ou 
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Day . ry 
i BR =f . | \ 


iN 


‘ [pp f 


tem 


SENATE 


1] 
laid be 


t om the Wai Dep 


L. B. Crock 


irtment, trans- 


n compiance with a resolution of the Sen 
eport ot the meteor l observati made 
Gorard colle Philadel pl which, 

() y Mr. LLUN'TING'TON, was ordered 
( nad be ! ed 
\ | e the S ite certa ertifi eS | 
f David Lit of Wa net 
} { Commi on Claim 
\ vere I t it committee. 
MM 1] S ea 1) ft 4.) l habia t 
: f \ York, and 9) ens of O 
i New \ t pray 1Ol recuction 
ihe \\ 1 ( ordered te e on 
hie t ! i een d osed of 
iso pre la pe n from Hy: W. Dobbin, 
bp! ! f pens was referred 
( Pensions 
Also presented a petition from 26 inhabitants ot 
eSt \ York, and 216 sof the cour 
t 4 \ Yew Y« ! fi r hie neXa- 
te e Un ist s rd ed tk lhe or 
t 
Mr. FAIRFIELD pre ed i yn from 10 
! of ba , Ma f SK ‘th ui pProposl- 
l tor e al cat of ‘Tex lay t re ject ie 
NI el er l » DE ty. ln presentin 
t ( iy lat a t ! wl ) Was I] 
juainted he petitioners, had informed him 
\ vO O1 ree exceptions, they were 
b onl id whig ordered to lie on the tabl 
Mr. WOODBURY ( la petition from Jan: 
Haw] nslo » the Conmmiuttes 
( N \ ° 
i bh ivf IDI LZ lem. la before the Senate 
a coimn nt War De vartment, in an- 
wel ( e Senate of the 2d instant 
inqgu M ea etar of War had re- 
CE1VE y comm report, recently, from 
Gen. Cunr nam, late mineral acent, containing 


information oft t 
Als » laid he fore 
the N 


ivy Dey 


irtment 


copper region in Mississippi. 


the Senate a communication from 


transniitting printe d cope 


of the Navy Keeister for the year 1845. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a me morial from 
citizens of Butler county, Pennsylvania. praying fot 
an appropriation of money for the construction of 
a Macadat ed if me point on the Cum- 

and t is ot Laurel hill, Lo 
Lake Ex re e Com ttee on Roads and 
Canal 
Alsi é la ) citizens of Pitts- 
urgh, pravit eduction of the rates of post- 
ace ordered rie O} é i 

Mr. BATES presented an trom the in- 
habitants of Caoshen, Massacl ts, remonstratir ¢ 

thie umnexation of ‘Texas to the United 

Vir. B. said he did not know whether the petitioners 
were s or abolitionists—he had not taken the 
I erta ut he knew that they were re- 
S| W had aright to petiti or- 
dered é 

Vi \ i i f } 
era ' i ‘ 

His ‘ € out ribine 1 

in t ( ities of t t 
Thee ; 

a fructing the 

. i i wry 
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, the 


objects of the resolu- 


e Committee on Muilita- 


far as practicable 
j 


} dl 
read, and referred to tl 


' Also resolutions passed by the legislature of Ala- 
ima against any alte tion or modification of the 
\ » Powe fainst any ene for the distribution 
, t | if the ria | i i mongst the $seVe- 


al States; arainst a protective tariff, and partuicular- 


y the wif of JS42: in or of the anne xation of 
Te Ya to thie | rite States: de ring a national 
ink uUncOnNsutUtio i d inexpedient in favor of 
e term ion of t omto ipanecy of the Oregon; 
uid de ring tha a the United states to 
ul territory is cle { and table ‘The res 
) ere read, i ered to on the tabie 
d ly nied 
Vir. MERRICK pi la petition from ‘True 
Pritine d tl Riddle, of Baltimore eity, prayin 
ra . sar als Stead 
eferred to the Con 
i eeon ¢ ainis 
Mr. VIER REC IX ubmnitted i resolution; whieh 


as read as follow 





Re Ph the S of W report t « Senate 
na 1 ye ‘ 4 ve rT t f lonua 
indo ive stockt L nited State ot y St 
e el ate e¢ ity ‘ er 3 y 
t to the Chickasaw, orph r incompetent 
i ie parti ulal esceripuoi OF b scr 
ye ‘ rity, ¢ other] | t iv 
| \ witl h thor nde 
j t h 3 ‘ the ¢ isl 
4 IN | } " 4] ° 
Mr. JARNAGIN asked the mover of the re 
tion so to modify it, as to include the word “Choe- 
taw 
Mr. MERRICK. remarked that he was. totally 
acquainted with that matter, but would, if it was 
the entiema desire enlarge the mquiry to the 
i 
Choctaw 
‘The re wlio Lh ne day on the table, under the 
ru 


; HIISON presented a memorial from the 
lecislature of Mussour 


the United States 


support of the claim of 
Territory; which 
and be printed. 


luced a 


Orevon j 
; ordered to lie on the table, 
Mr. ASHLEY, on Ie 


rite bill en 





if ed An act cranting to the State of Arka Sus the 
ho Sprgue@ reservations i said State; whieh w 
wice read, and referred to the Cormmuttee on Public 


Mr. introduced a bill to 


ren 


which 


COLQUITT, on leave, 


the duty on railroad iron in certain case 


was twice read, and referred to the Commit 


f 1.’ 
tee on Fit 


Mr. ARCHER presented a petit 


persons in the State of Pennsylvania, 


anee. 

ion from a large 
numder ot 
prayine for a change in the naturalization laws 


On motion by Mr. HUN TINGTON, the Com- 





mitt on Commerce was discharved from the further 
considerate ot several petitions from citizens of 
Micl n, praying that the laws for the collection 
t dh son coods imported from the Canadas may 


referred 


be enforced: and it was 


to the Committee 


on Finan t 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Coinmittee on the Ju- 
diciary, without 
with a recommendation that it do pass, the House 
bill for the relief of Elisha Morre'!, the administra- 
tor of Joseph leard, deceased. 

On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, it was ordered 
that the 1 of Milliken, Robert Ford, 
and Mrs. Lawson, be taken from the fil 


reported back, amendment, and 


petition John 


files and refer- 


red to the Committee on Public Lands. 
introduced a bill to 


Mr. JOHNSON, on leave, 


authorize the repayment of lands sold by the United 
stats without authority of law; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Private 


Land Claims. 
Mr. PHELPS, on leave, introduced a bill to incor- 
porate the Columbia Mutual Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Washington; which 
referred to the Committee on 
lumbia. 

Mr. BARROW, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of : 
W. Thompson; which was 


re adi x 








twice read, and 
District of Co- 


was 
the 


read, and ordered toa 





seconad 
Mr. CHOATE submitted the following resolu- 
‘ | { rule, hi one day oa th 
| este I 
< i { ] + tha g 

















resolution, submitted by Mr. 
; considered and agreed to,viz 


The following 
Breese yesterday, was 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com 








municate to the Senate any plan which he may have de 
vise or Ww h may be in possession of the Department of 
Wa vy tl of which great facilities of approach 
te id int with, the mineral regions of Lake Supe 
ior will its wealth and importance be more 
tul levelor 


Several bills from the House, mostly of a private 
were re ad twice, and committed. 
rossed hills were re ad the third 


} 
character, 


The 


following eng 


time and pa sed, viz: 
The act allowing drawback upon foreign mer- 
chandise exported in the original packages to Chi- 


huakhua and Santa Fe, in Mexico 
Phe pout ‘ the 

work on the exploring ex 
The re amendatory of the 

passed April 80th, 1844, re specting the application 


for distribution of the 


resoiution 
| ned tion. 
olution resolution 
of certain appropri ” 
The 

pers, miners, and pontonier 

, The act to provide a free bridge across the Fasten 
Potomac, in the city of Washington. 


tofore made. 


et for the oreanizati company of sap 


> 1 
Branch of the 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
crossed bill entitled an act providing for 
the certain American 
iuizens for by the French 
on their commerce prior to 1800, was taken up and 
read the third time; and the question being shall it 


The eng 
atisfaction of claims due 


‘ nohations committed 


Mr. MeDUFFIE thought a bill of such incom- 
parable magnitude should not be permitted to pass 
withont any examination at all, so far as his knowl- 
edwe exte nded, except the speech of the honorable 


enator from Massachusetts {[Mr. Cuoare| in sup 


portofit. ‘The bill, he said, involved claims extend- 
ing overa period of eig] t years, for spoiliations 
committed half a century ago: and would, in all 


probability, if passed, involve a national expendi- 
ture of from &15.000.000 to §30,000,000. He would, 
therefore, ask the favor of the Senate to afford him 
an opportunity to look into it, to postpone the bill 
till Thursday next. 

The 1 agreed to. 

OREGON. 
asked the honorable enator 
{Mr. Cnoate] who was at the 
Committee, if he would take 
that occasion to bring to the notice of the Senate a 
biil in relation to the purchase of copies of 
Greenhow’s History of Oregon, which had been re- 
porte d favorably upon by that committee. 

Mr, CHOATE said he had made the mouon at 
an unfavorable moment yesterday to take that bill 
np. He was oblired to the senator from Virginia 
for calling his mind to it. He therefore moved to 
take the bill up. 

The previous orders were accordingly postponed, 
and the bill providing for the purchase of Green- 
how’s History of Oregon, California, and other ter- 
ritories on the northwestern coast of America, was 
taken un as in committee of the whole. There be- 
bill, it was report- 


mowuol Was 


Mr. ARCHER 
from Massachusetts 
head of the Library 


snort 


ing no proposition to amend tne 
ed to the Senate. 

The question now being shall the bill be engross- 
ed for a third reading? 

Mr. TAPPAN demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. ALLEN said this was the same bill, in sub- 
stanee, which was discussed at the last 
He opposed it then, and would now—notin the 
way ofas The government of the 
United coming very much like a book- 
dealer. Under various pretentions it had under- 
taken to buy up such of the old unsaleable works in 
the country as found upon their 
hands. There were two instances of this now be- 
fore the Senate. Here was one. This gentleman, 
(Mr. Greenhow,) who was a very worthy man, 
was one of the officers of the State Department, and 
was directed to prepare a history of the title of this 
government to the Territory of Oregon. He was 
directed todo that asa part of his public duty, for 
which he was in receiptof an annual salary. He 
performed that duty: performed it 


session. 


} ‘ 
ye ech, nowever. 


i 


States was be 


the publishers 


} . 
and doubtle Ss 








well. The result of his labors was laid before 
Conere in the form of aire port and Conecress 
tit ryed { t re t | fxXist amone the 
archives of the rhiment After that, this gentle- 
revises, or reviews, 48 a private cl the labors 
which he had performed as a public officer; calls i: 
by a new name evails upon some friend to sub- 


mit a propoesitl to the Senate to buy 1,500 cope 
| 
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f this new work. ‘I'he Senate acquiesced last ses- Oregon question, although we have had all the light ) important and responsible as that, and so unexpected- 
mn, With the usual facility with which this body which Mr. Greenhow could shed upon it in his re- |} ly thrownupon him, he was not as well prepared for 
a-quiesces in liberal appropriations ef the publi port from the State Department, which treated of the commencement of the discussion as he could 
noney. The facility with which this, and other the very same subjects embraced in this book, with- || wish to be, either in regard to the question itself, or 
cases of the kind, got through the Senate, has super- out purchasing the book itself! |} to himself personally. He would therefore, under 
nduced another application—a very strange one; an ‘The Senate was late in the performance of its du- i} these circumstances, without feeling the slightest 
cation by a gentleman having a large number ty, if, at this late period, membe were to learn possible inclination to postpone unnecessarily the 
{the reports of the decisions of the United States how to vote uy t 





i} 


ARCHER observed that he was physically || the recollection of the Senate thai he had on a for- due to the courtesy of the position in which he 


ipon this question. If it was impossi- |} consideration of this important question one mo- 
urts en hand. He came her. and, through a com- ble to vote without Mr. Greenhow’s book, it oucht ment, prefer that the subject should be laid over till 
niteee, the Senate was to purchase 500 copies of i} tohave been purchased at the last session, and the | Thursday; and he would propose to call it up then 
ese reports, at $65 a copy, out of the public treasu- vacation between thatsession and this oucht to have himself. He would consider this somewhat of a 
y. to distribute to the States and State courts. So been spent in studying it. It was too late to learn personal obligation, under the peculiar circumstances 
thet it was scen, from the moment the Sen- | now how to vote upon the Texas and Oregon ques- to which he had alluded. If, however, the Senate 
became the purchaser of old books, unde: 1} tions, both of which were to be acted upon withn thought proper to proceed now, he should certainly, 
the pretence of distribnting them, il gave 1} six or eight days. But this was a matter upon iheugh not as well prepared as he desired to be, con- 
uictions to these a splications, and threw out an | wich he w td not detain the Senate. . form to its wishes. 
ducement to all who were burdened witha come | The question was tlien taken on the engrossment Ir. BUCHANAN said he was a minority of one 
modity of that kind. Under the fascinating pretext i] of the bill, and decided in the affirmative by a vot upon the Committee on Foreign Relations on this 
f distribtitine the m to the whole people of the i of yeas 30. nays }8. as follows: 1} quesuon. For his own part, he was at any time, 
‘Thien, by distributing them to the State legislatures |} YEAS. M Acobion. Athi Rainw Bates. 2 \j and at all times, ready to proceed and present his 
d State courts, we see to whiatit has been brought |) ard. Berrien, Cho (lavton, Critteuden, Davton, Evans views tothe Senate upon this subject; but he was 
Now, the whole concern of book-printing in this || | : I Ihe ete I i }} placed in a most painful pesition in regard to this 
ountry is made to receive the official patronage of | rs Ss Sisimich..Uebem, Walker Wi rie | vote. His colleagues upon the committee had al- 
‘he government; and, from this out, any man who |! and Woodtride ee ; ayer ~ * |) ways acted with uniform courtesy and kindness to- 
eublichee # work telating to our public affairs in the | NAYS.— Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Bagby, Benton, | wards him. The »y had never withheld anything 
remotest particular, has nothing io Uo bet ta cal! |} a se, Colquitt. Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Lewis, Me- |] from him, either in courtesy or in principle. He 
upon Congress to purchase the surplus numbers of |! - a 2 *) Phelps, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, and Woo knew all that they knew; and under these cireum- 
that work which he has on hand, for distribution ee eee ah eed 1 stances, when @ colleague upon the committee asked, 
among the States or people, or somebody else, it is | Phe bill was then read a third time, and pa |} as amatter of personal favor, that the consideration 
immaterial whom. It was manifest, no matter what | ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. |} of this question might be postponed until Thursday, 
‘ne pretext of distribution was, the whole danger {| Mr. MERRICK said that yesterday mornine, at j} he could not vote against hint. He was as anxious 
; ‘yw in the first example, which, once set, opened || his instance, the bill for the relief of Fuller and Salt- || as amy person in this body, or in the country, that 
; (ne Way for appiucalicus to Wien thee world be nv i nat was laid over ull this morning. Ile now || the Texas question should be discussed and decided 
° termination. He briefly desired, in these few re- || m i to tuk ity il as soon as possible; but notwithstanding all this 
“ ks, to record his name against this proposition. 1} Mr. ARCHEL rose aré said that it would be in |] anxiety, he deemed it his dt uty, and he deemed it 




















- u ai to make more than a single re mark u ipon this || mer day given notice that he would on this dey ask \| stood, to vote in tavor of the postponement. 
S subject. The passage of this ap M invol lved consider- || the attention of the Senate to the resolution re- |} Mr. SEVIER observed that he understood the 
| etions, in his sincere judgnien : high 1 Importance | ported from the Committee on Foreign Relations, || gentieman from Kentucky { Mr. Moreugap] to be 
S othe county. The Senate was going very short- 1 recommending the rejection of the joint resolution || willing to preceed with his remarks now. 
i ly to dispose of the great question of the anviexation || which had been sent from the House of Representa- Mr. MOREHEAD said he would preceed if the 
n { Texas: and after doing that, another great ques- \| tives for the annexation of Texas to the United || Senate desired it. He wished, however, to have it 
I en would have imme diate ly fo be considered |} States. He now rose to fulfil that pledge. Hewas || postponed till Thursday, as a matter of personal 
which he confids n itly believed might implicate in its || hiraself meapacitated, by the effec ts of his late in- |] convenience to himself. 
issue the peace of the Gaia Statna, The discus- 1] firm health, from taking the place which would | Mr. SEVIER, under those circumstances, with- 
ion on this last subject would involve the question || properly belong to him in the discussion—that of drew his call for the yeas and Taye 
1 f the title or right of the United States to the Terri- | opening if. tie had, however, obtained from a The consideration of the Texas question was, 
e tory of Oregon. Every senator who took an inter- || friend—another memiber of the committee—the fa- therefore, postponed till Thursday. 
-€ eatin that questi n ought to be enabled to trace the |} vor of t iking his p lace, b V whom, he had no doubt, DISTRIBUTION OF THE DECISIONS OF THE 
a grounds upon Whica Gur ttle is maintained. Hav- |} the office would be more worthily discharged. !n |] SUPREME COURT 
f ing, from the position assigned him by the Senate, | giving the annunciation to this day, the fact had not | ; races : 
2. been required to give particular attention to | eceurred to him that to-morrow would have to be | On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate bill 
this matter, he could state itas his unhesitating |} employed i: the business of counting the votes on providing for the purchase and distribution of the 
i opinion to the Senate, that there was no othei {| the presidential election. Perhaps it would be desi- || decisions of the Supreme C ourt of the United States 
ill source of adequate information to which senator | rable (and it was his opinion that it would) not to || among the several States and Territories, was taken 
a ould at this time refer, or have access, but the book, ;; have to break the continuity of the debate, as would || up as in committee of the whole, and considered. 
to the purchase of which was the object of this bill. || be the case if it were commenced to-day instead of The bill authorizes the Secretary of the Treasury 
Uhere were no other means of knowledge which || Thursday. He would not himself propose this {| to purchase of ‘Thomas Cowperthwaite & Co., of 
d. which would enable the Senate to vote understand- \| postponement, though he thought it would be con- | Philadelphia, or from any othe r persons if the same 
n- ingly upon the question about to be submitted to || ducive to the convenience of the Senate the can be h id on better terms, 50U copies of the decis- 
y their decision. |! Senate did not concur in this impression, the debate || ions of the Supreme Court of the United States as 
as Now, | he put it to every se nator, Was not that in- | would now pre ed; the senator from Ke ntucky |} contained in the six volumes of Peters’s condensed 
a formation worth the sum which it is proposed to || [Mr. Morenean] being prepared to commence it. || reports, and the seventeen volumes subsequent 
rt- appropriate by this bill to the acquisition of it 1 Mr. MERRICK remarked, that if the gentleman |] thereto, by the same joe at a price not exceed- 
Was it not worth that sum to be enabled to under- || desiredto take up the Texas question, he would not || ing $65 per copy, and likewise two volumes of 
Bg stand the grounds of a decision we would be obliged | object. lt seemed to him, however, from the sug- Howard’s reports, being a continuation of the re- 
to render, upon a question of such admitted moment || gestions of the honorable senator [Mr. Arcuer] |} ports of the said court to the end of the present 
rs to the country? the thought this too small a mat- | that this important discussion should be continued term, at a price not exceeding $2 82 per volume, 
, ter, to go into the other considerations suggested by when once commenced. He therefore would prefer and pay for the same out of any money in the treas- 
sh. the honorable senator from Ohio, [Mr. ALLEN. | the postponement of it till Thursday, as the count- |} ury not otherwise appropriated. 
on. Let the question be decided without debate. ‘The ing of the — lential votes would take place to- | The disposition of the books to be, first, seven 
the yeas and nays had been called, and he hoped they || morrow. However, if gentlemen desired to have a copies to the governor of each State and Territory, 
the would be taken now. |} vote upon the proposition to postpone, he would (one for the State library, one for the use of the ex- 
ok- Mr. ALLEN remarked that, if he thought it was |} withdraw his motion. || ecutive, two for the use of the legislature, and three 
‘er- necessary to the understanding of eh great question || Mr. SEVIER called for the yeas and nays upon | for the use of three highest courts of the State or 
in which was to be acted upon so speedily, he would so || the postponement of the consideration of this Tes xas || Territory, unless the legislature make a different 
— far conform to the honorable senator’s [Mr. Arcu- | question. distribution.) Also, to the governor of each State 
he- ER's] Opinions upon the subject, as to go down toa Mr. MOREHEAD rose for the purpose of an- |} and Te rritory, anumber of ‘copies equal to the num- 
an. bookstore and buy one of Mr. Greenhow’s works. | swering the suggestions made by his friend from |] ber of * representatives in both houses of Con- 
an, He would expend that much money out of his per || Maryland (Mr. Merrick] as to whether the mem- eress, to be distributed as its legislature may direct, 
and diem to enable him to understand how to vote upon ber of the ie nittee upon whom had devolved the || the remainder of the 500 copies to be dey yosited in 
this agreat question involving the annexation of one duty of representing the chairman ofthe committee, the Department of State, to await the me action 
Vas empire to another. But could it be possible now, inthis place, was willing to proceed in the argu- of Congress. , 
for on the very day—the very hour—when this great ment to-day, or was desirous of postponing it until On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the word two [dis- 
Hi question of the annexation of Texas was to be taken Thursday next. He would conform himself to tinguished in the foregoing synopsis by being in 
1 it up, that the Senate of the United States had to goto || whatever might be the wish of the Senate in that re- italics} was struc k out, and the following words 
fore school to Mr. Greenhow to learn how they should spect. It was only on yesterday, about this time in substituted, namely, the Jirst, second, and third. 
reas vote! Could it be possible that a question which the day, that his friend [Mr. Arncrfer] informed On motion of Mr. DAY PON, another amend- 
hy had warmed un the whole heart of America, and him that from the state of his health vould b || ment was m ide, the purport of which the reporter 
itle- excited all the faculties of this vrea pe apile to their j mpossihbie for him to pre ed ith the diseussion | did not hear 
bors luimost, was now to be made known to the Senate |} as he had proposed, by diseharging the daty which Phe bill, as amended, was reported back to the 
Ns it through the medium of Mr. Greenhow’s book re- |» had been irned him of opening the deba He || Senate, and the amendments were concurred in. 
sub- lating to the Northwest Territory! We cannot de- ) (Mr. é cHER} therefore devolved thatduty upon him | On the question of ordering the bill to be engross- 
oie bate Texas, It is sa without the history of this | M TOREHEAL It w {occur to every membe ed for a hird reading. ; 
Orevon controversy; and then we cannot debate the [the Senate it, in the pertorniance f duty s i} Mr. TAPPAN spoke in Opposition, He saw no 
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INS AND PURSERS 


1 some days 
appointment 


onsideration as in com- 

was resunied. 

hat several amendments had 
en before unde r conside 


ick to the Senate 


iding for the ap- 
surgeons and 





advert to th if 


sistant surgeons cal pursers. 
SiXty-nine 
VHANAN. 


How many } 


going on to explain. 








They were all 
with the exception of nine awaiting orders 
—most of whom have returned from sea. Five out 











ment of shone officers. 


stations, 


of the nine are on the sick list—four of them incu- 
rable; and the other four, after a voyage of two or 
three years, are on leave of a sence. It was ob- 
vious, then, that there was a very small number for 
relief; and that was, necessary; for officers cannot 
always be kept on duty without re spite. 


erated the different navy sta- 





tl wd navy-yards in which some of these sur- 
scons are distributed—leaving only eighteen for re- 
lief service. Of these five are sick, four of them in- 
‘ ‘ nd four on leave of absence. "The want 

of the department extend to twenty-five additional 
su ‘ bu the commiltee of the Senate, 
on consuitation with that ot the He use, 
had come to the 0 ving if fifteen would 
not do; and on t und tanding the bill was re- 


ported lie read from. the report of the Secretary 


of the Navy a passage showins the wants of the 
ervice. ltwa impossible, in on of the large-class 
vessels, With a complement of six or seven hundred 
men, to do with Ie than three surgeons, or a sur- 
tg istants. 

Mr. LLUNTINGTON asked how many vessels 
were in commission, and how many stations re- 
quiring s reeons. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I understood it to be the 
intention of the senator from Delaware LO propost 
wo modifi tion about the a eof clerzyme hn enter- 
Inge the service ' 

Mr. BAYARD would have no objection to a mod 
ification fixing the age, beyond which they are not 
to be admitted, at thirty-five years, which was 
the limit adopted in the British navy after long 
experience. die had received a valuable sta- 
tistical table from a clergyman, since the subject 


im that this limitation 
would be the uttermost modification it was prudent 
tomake. ‘This table 


was up last, which satisfied | 
showed that hitherto, of all the 
been in the service, those who 
f ave had 


years of 
three years and a half at sea; while, of 


chaplains who had 


entered it after 35 served on an 


averact¢ but 


those vho entered under 35 years, the average was 
27 years of service at sea. And it was a remarka- 
ble fact th it, of those who ente red att er 40 years ot 


second vovare. | 
“all this, 
, Who sat some time 
reculations, had eome 
to the conclusion that 30 years of age ought to be 
the limitation for admitting chaplains. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I move to amend the bill 
bill by aan rung 40 years instead of 30. 

Mr. BUCHANAN was op posed to any limita- 
tion. It was introducing the principle of excluding 
or disqualifying a citizen of fe United States from 
the ruzht of holding amounting to a disfran- 
chisement of a right secured to him by the constitu- 
tion. Why not leave it to the department to exer- 
cise a sound discretion in the choice of chaplains? 
It was athing which should be Ie ftentirely in the 
hands of the department. 

Mr. DAYTON hoped the senator from Delaware 
would not consent to alter the period fixed upon in 
the bill. If the time was to be extended, he 
it would not be to forty years. 

Mr. BAYARD said that, 
tion, he did not believe it 
Limit ortance to 


ave, not one had proceed dtoa 
was, no doubt, with a full 
that the board of 


1 | 
azo on the subdye 


knowledge ol 
navy officers 
et of making 


olfice, 


hope d 


upon further considera- 
Was a matter of great 
mention the matter in the bill at all. 
He was rather inclined to think it could be managed 
nt itself, and therefore he was wil- 
ling to strike out the tuon relating to cler- 


by the departing 
whole se 
gymen. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN 
drew his motion. 
Mr. DAYTON 


cision of 


was satisfied, and with- 


would not interfere with the de- 
the chairman of the Naval Committee. 

The third section was accordingly, by unanimous 
consent, struck out. 

The question being on ordering the bill t 
rrossed and read a third time, 

Mr. TAPPAN spoke in opposition to the bill 


fer various reasons, and called for the yeas and 


o be en- 


which were ordered. 
Tin vote was | 


nays, 
1 1 
en taken, and resul 


te d—yeas 17, 
ays 2], Ws: 





at different |} 























So the Senate refused to order the 
grossed and read a third sime. 
POSTAGE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 

On motion of Mr. MERRICK, the Senate bill, 
reported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, providing for the transportation of the 
mail between the United States and foreign coun- 
trias, was taken up, as in committee of the whole, 
and placed under consideration. 

It provides that the Postmaster General be au- 
thorized, under the restrictions of existing laws, to 
contract for the transportation of the United States 
matl between any of the ports of the United States, 
ind a port or ports of a foreizn power, whenever he 
thinks it nece ssary for the public interest. He ig 
hort to Cr of each contract, with 
a statement of the postage derived from the same 
Contracts to be made with citizens of the United 
States, and the transportation of the mail to be by 
American vessels. Contracts terminable by order 
of the Postmaster General, or by joint resolution 
The third section specifies the rates 
of postage. ‘The fourth prohibits other vessels than 
those contracted with from transporting letters. The 
fifth sixth and seventh are section of details. The 
eighth provides for interchange of postage covers with 
governments. ‘The ninth and tenth are 
The eleventh relates to the postages 


bill to be en- 


to re 





gress a copy 


ot ¢ ‘ONLTESS. 


foreign 
penal clauses. 
of consuls. 

Ma. MERRICK submitted several amendments 
from the Post Office Committee. 

They were severally considered and adopted. 

Amone the amendments was one. to assimilate 
the rates of postage to those of England in relation 
to North American letters, viz: for half ounce let- 
ters 24 cents; for ounce letters 48 cents; and so on in 
proportion to the number of half ounces. 

The bill, as amended, was “reported back to the 
Senate, and the amendments were concurred in. 

It was then ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third time. 

THE DUBUQUE CLAIM. 

On motion of Mr. HENDERSON, the Senate 
bill to confirm the title of a tract of land in the Ter- 
ritory of Towa, to the legal heirs and assignees of 
Julien Dubuque, deceased, was taken up, and its 
consideration, as in committee of the whole, was 
resumed. 

It was reported back to the Senate. 

Mr. BAGBY offered an amendment, the object of 
which was to protect the rights of claimants whose 
pre-emptions have not been recognised by the land 
office in consequence of restrictions relative to min- 
eral districts. 

Mr. HENDERSON opposed the amendment as 
being inconsistent witha private claim, such as this 
was. 

Mr. BAGBY insisted on the propriety and jus- 
ie - his amendment. 

. PHELPS opposed the bill in tote. He had 
given much attention to the subject, and had satisfied 
himself that the whole claim rested upon two ques- 
tiens. One was, as to the right derived by Du- 
buque —_ the Indians; and the other, as to the con- 
firmation by the Spanish government. Now, with 
regard to the first, it was beyond dispute that the 
only right granted by the Indians was that of mining 
with the consequent r ght of way and temporary oc- 
cupaney. And with vegard to the second question, 
the Spanish government only confirmed what the 
Indians granted—that is, the right of mining and 
occupancy for mining purposes. He therefore 
moved that the bill be indefinitely postponed. 

On this question Mr. HENDERSON demanded 
thd yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

The vote was then taken and decided in the af: 
firmative—yeas 19, nays 16, as follows: 

Ashley, 


YEAS—Messrs. Atherton, Bayard, Clayton, Dick- 
inson, Dix, Evans, Fairfield, Francis, Haywood, Hunting- 
ton, Lewis, Niles, Phelps, Porter, Sturgeon, Tappan, Up- 


ham, and Woodbury— 19 

NAYS—Messrs. Atchison, Bagby, Barrow, Bates, Benton 
Breese, Choate. Foster, Henderson, Huger. Jarnagin, John 
son, Mangum, Morehead, White, and W abel ige—16. 


So the bill was indefinitely postponed. 


MAIL CONTRACTS ON RAILROADS. 
On motion by Mr. MERRICK, the House joint 
resolution authorizing the Postm ster General to 
make contracts with railroad companies for the 


transportation of the mailin certain cases, was taken 

‘d time, and passed 

REMISSION OF DUTIES ON RAILROAD IRON. 
The bill for the relief of the State of 

Michigan, and of certain railroad companies, was 


up, read a thn 


Senate 


